Friday 8th January 2021
Dear Parents and Students,
Good afternoon, I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well.
Firstly, can I thank all of our parents who have taken the time to write with words of support and
thanks to the team – I have shared your thoughts via our staff newsletter today and enclosed a
sample of them in this newsletter. As I said before Christmas, they mean a lot to the team and
certainly help boost morale in these difficult and challenging times.
We have got off to a good start with online learning this week and attendance to lessons has been
good. We must all continue to work together to maintain these high levels of engagement in the
coming weeks to protect the education of your children as best we can. I understand that this can be
a challenge and have included some tips in the newsletter to help support parents with home
education, including routines at home, devices that make learning accessible and support with data
allowances and wi-fi.
You will be aware that we are providing on site education for vulnerable and critical worker children
as per government guidance. Respectfully, I ask that parents use this only when necessary and in line
with the guidance. Crucially, it will ensure that we minimise contacts for student and staff in the
national lockdown but it will also ensure that we are able to deliver more ‘live’ lessons – a better
provision for all of our students across the school.
Our risk assessment has been updated again (version 8) and a copy is available on the website in the
COVID folder alongside the additional risk assessment for the mass testing centre. Rapid testing will
continue only for those working on site (students and staff). Should you need access to a rapid test
from 11th January, you should now attend one of the community testing sites (site addresse s in
newsletter).
As you are now aware, public exams have been cancelled. There will be an ofqual consultation over
the next two weeks, after which, I hope to be able to shed some light on ‘next steps’. In the
meantime, students are to continue with their learning and live lessons.
Looking forward, we will stay in touch and update you through this newsletter and if necessary via
Edulink. In the meantime, should you be concerned about the welfare of your child, please contact
the school via their YSM in the first instance and should you need ICT assistance please get in
touch. In addition, if you have not yet sent in your rapid testing registration and consent forms,
please do so to enable a smooth testing programme post half term (when we expect to reopen with
a new mass testing programme in place).
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher.

This has been postponed and a new date will be communicated to you.

Given the importance of these LP Exams, we are looking into how students can complete
assessments whilst working remotely. Further details about this will follow over the next week.

Year 7 Parents Evening will go ahead as planned and will be a remote parents evening. Details about
how you can book appointments will follow next week.

Given the current situation, after school sessions with Conexus for Year 11 will not start this month
as planned. Further details on tuition in other year groups will follow.

Lockdown 3.0 calls for a new Physical Challenge!
We were all so incredibly lucky to have such support in our challenge to travel to Tokyo and we are
calling on your support again.
This time, we gear up towards the European Finals 2020 where UEFA have identified 12 host cities.
We plan to convert the miles travelled to the city into minutes of exercise, we can work together to
compile all active minutes and hopefully reach our target. For example, 556 miles to Amsterdam =
556 minutes of exercise.
The total distance we plan to cover is 13,661 miles which converts to 13,661 minutes: 227 hours of
exercise. We think we can do it with your help!
Please submit screen shots of your workouts/strava, pictures of your watch/stop clock either to
@RainhillPE, @MrWoodPE_RHS or @MrRachiPE_RHS – or send it to your PE teacher via Teams!
Thanks, and good luck!
Mr Wood, Teacher of Physical Education.

Below are some of the comments received from parents this week which have been shared with the
staff.
“Can I just say a big thank you as you must all be working very hard to keep the pupil’s lessons going
in such difficult times.”
“Please pass on that I am extremely impressed with your online learning provision, friends and
colleagues who have children in other schools are envious of what you are providing.”
“Thank you for both teachers and support staff for all your hard work. I am very impressed with the
smooth running of the virtual lessons. All my three daughters are working independently which is just
perfect! You all do such a great job.”
“Thank you for all that you are doing during these changing and fluid times to keep the children safe
and well. We really appreciate your hard work.”
“May I also take this opportunity to say a big thank you to you and all the staff for the dedication and
very hard work you have given to all the pupils and families and keep giving through these very
difficult times, it’s very much appreciated. Take care and keep safe.”
“I would like to compliment the school on how well you have managed through COVID and that you
have provided the best level of support and education in comparison to other schools.”

Online lessons can be accessed via a range of electronic devices via the Microsoft Teams platform.
To support online learning a laptop would be the most preferred device. Online lessons can also be
accessed via iPad, Mobile Phones, PlayStation, Xbox.
The school has been provided with a small number of laptops from the Government, these will be
issued on a needs and vulnerability basis. The laptops that we have been provided with have now all
be issued to students.
If your child is struggling to engage in online lesson due to device or network connectivity issue
please contact your child’s Year Student Manager to discuss
Please click here for guidance on how to use Microsoft Teams on a PlayStation and Xbox.
Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher.

Please can you take time to read the updated Live Lesson Guide for Students. There are a few minor
changes that are necessary in light of our experience this week.
Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher.

Please see below Top Tips for parents on supporting your child with Remote Learning
1. Download the Teams app, if possible as this has more functionality than using Teams online
and may stop any glitches you have experienced.
2. Ensure your child has changed their password from the standard password issued by school.
The password should be unique and ideally contain upper and lowercase letter, numbers
and a special character such as: ‘#’ or ‘!’
3. Your child’s camera should not be on at any point during a live lesson or for any other use of
Teams.
4. Your child’s microphone should be muted and only unmute if the teacher has asked them to
respond to a question or share their thoughts.
5. That chat facility on Teams is a great way for your child to ask the teacher a question about
their learning. The chat should not be used to have any off-topic conversation or for your
child to speak to other pupils. It’s important to remind your child that despite being at
home, the same level of behaviour and conduct exists as if they were in school.
6. Your child should be following their normal school timetable and whilst not all lessons are
taught live, resources will be provided. Keeping to their normal school schedule and wearing
their school uniform will help your child keep on top of their daily learning.
7. Encourage screen breaks. Remote learning will inevitably require more interaction with
phones, computers, laptops and other devices. During breaks, encourage your child to step
away from the screen.

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Firstly, Happy New Year. It has been another strange start to the year and one which we did not
anticipate after leaving for the Christmas break.
The move to online learning has been swift and the response from students and staff has been
excellent. Thank you for the support you have given to your son/daughter to ensure this works
effectively. Nonetheless, I am sure that some will be having diffi culties and I would encourage you to
contact the Sixth Form or IT support at the school if this is the case.
You will be aware that the government announced on Tuesday changes to the A -level and GCSE
exams for the summer. We will undoubtedly receive more information about BTEC/OCR exams in
due course. What is important to understand is that the examinations are not cancelled. It is just the
way that they will be assessed that will be different.
Until the arrangements for those assessments are confirmed by the government and OFQUAL, all
your son/daughter can do is work as hard as they can in preparation. The expectations are therefore
unchanged from being in college:
1. Your son/daughter MUST attend all on-line lessons (this will undoubtedly impact on any
teacher assessed grade as any loss of learning will impact on their future assessments).
2. Your son/daughter MUST continue their learning (this will prepare them for the assessments
and their next steps).
3. You son/daughter MUST complete all assessments set by their teachers (as these will
undoubtedly form part of any future teacher assessed grade).
I will update you accordingly once we have a better idea of how your son/daughter will be assessed.
In the meantime, please continue to support your son/daughter to work hard and apply themselves
to their studies. Please also feel free to contact us at the Sixth Form should your son/daughter need
any support.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Cunningham, Director of Rainhill Sixth.

During school closure, the school will continue to provide meals for those eligible for Free School
Meals.
If you are eligible for Free School Meals, you will have already received contact this week regarding
food parcels. You will receive further information on when you can collect food parcels and the
instructions for contactless collection. If you have not received information on how to access food
parcels and your child is in receipt of Free School Meals, please contact the school so we can support
you.
Our catering provider, Mellors, will prepare the food parcels using the Government guidance on
creating healthy lunches for children during the week.
The Department of Education state that food parcels should contain a balance of items from the
different food groups, to reflect a healthy balanced diet for a child and in line with the School Food
Standards.
Each parcel should provide:
A variety of different types of fruit and vegetables, to provide at least one portion of fruit and one
portion of vegetables each day. These can be fresh or tinned but it’s best to source versions tinned
in water or fruit juice, with no added salt or sugar.
Some protein foods (such as beans, pulses, fish, eggs, meat and other non-dairy proteins), to provide
a portion of food from this group every day. Meat and fish should be cooked (e.g. cooked ham or
chicken slices) or tinned (e.g. tuna, salmon). Consider alternating between different protein foods to
provide variety.
Some dairy and/or dairy alternatives (such as milk, cheese, yoghurt), to provide a portion of food
from this group every day.
Mrs Aylward, Assistant Headteacher.

To support you with online learning if you do not have broadband internet at home please
complete the following survey: https://forms.gle/ZZ2Qss8vMtNAE61C7
Should you have a working laptop which you no longer require, we would be grateful for any
donations to enable us to continue with our online learning.

A quick, symptom-free test which gives results in as little as 30 minutes is now available in St Helens
Borough.
Symptom-free testing is available at:
•
•
•

St Mary’s Indoor Market, Town Centre.
Chester Lane Community Centre, Sutton Manor.
Grange Valley Youth Centre, Haydock.

at the following times:
•
•

Monday–Friday, 8.30am–6pm.
Saturday and Sunday, 10am–3pm.

How to change the tint on your android phone so that you can access all lessons
Android Phones – Download the free app Tint Vision – Apply the colour you need.

How to change the tint on your iPhone or iPad so that you can access all lessons
iPad and iPhones –
Settings > Accessibility > Display Text & Size > Colour Filters > Slide to ON and pi ck the colour you need
by sliding the intensity and hue.

This is a how to guide: How to change the tint on your laptop so that you can access all lessons
Laptops – Open Google Chrome > type screen shader > click the link and add to chrome > click add
extension > sign in to Microsoft Teams through Chrome browser > press the jigsaw piece on the
toolbar for extensions.
(1) > Select screen shader > select colours and pick the colour you need.

(2) > If you need a colour not available click the + button and select the right colour on the wheel and
press add colour.

(3) > Finally, to adjust the shade of your colour, select shade and drag the slider (4).

Would you like to volunteer and help us?
We are currently looking for an army of volunteers to carry out various roles following the
Government announcement to deliver weekly lateral flow tests from January onwards to
staff and pupils in secondary schools until Easter 2021.
There will be a variety of roles to be undertaken;
-

Quality Lead
Team Leaders
Testing Assistants
Test Processors
COVID 19 Coordinators
Admin roles
Cleaners

If you are available immediately on a weekly basis, we would love to hear from you,
whether you are a parent, community orientated or just have spare time on your hands.
Training will be provided as well as full PPE equipment.
Please fill out the Volunteer application on our school website available at
www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies and return to
jobs@rainhillhighschool.org.uk or Mrs A Mawdsley, HR Manager at the above
address.
These roles will be subject to the statutory enhanced safeguarding checks.

A feature is available on the Edulink One App. All parents will have the ability to update their
own personal details. The submission will be verified, checked and updated on SIMS.

The DT/Construction department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which allows
staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the department.
You can find the account with the username: @Dt_Construction_rhs

The Food Tech department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which portrays
pupils’ food products in the department and allows staff, parents and students to find out
what has been going on.
You can find the account with the username: @RHS-FoodTech.

The Performing Arts department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account for our private
Music lessons.
You can find the account with the username: @Rainhillhighmusic

The Modern Foreign Languages department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account
which allows staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the
department.
You can find the account with the username: @Rainhilllanguages.

English Y7, Y8 & Y9
English Y10
English Y11
Mathematics Y7, Y8 & Y9
Mathematics Y10 & Y11
Science
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
History
Geography

Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3
Stage 4
Stage 5

Miss Lunt
Mrs Jones
Ms Dickman
Miss Carson
Mr Rimmer
Miss Robinson
Dr Gordon
Dr Beswick
Mr Hurst
Mr Procter
Mrs Parkinson

Form Tutor
Year Student Manager
Year Progress Leader
Deputy Headteacher
Headteacher

Y7 Student Manager
Y8 Student Manager
Y9 Student Manager
Y10 Student Manager
Y11 Student Manager

Mrs Foster
Miss Seddon
Mrs Martin
Miss Gordon
Mrs Quirk

Philosophy & Ethics
Sociology
Computer Science
Business Studies
Art/DT
Languages
Food
Performing Arts
PE
Life Skills
(PSHE/Citizenship)

Miss Goss
Mr Jarvis
Miss Johnson
Mr Jarvis
Mr Bennett
Miss D’Anna
Mrs Bolland
Mrs Renison
Mr Rachi
Miss Bryant

Mrs. Munro
Mrs. Thorogood

Y7 Progress Leader
Y8 Progress Leader
Y9 Progress Leader
Y10 Progress Leader
Y11 Progress Leader

Mr Wood
Miss West
Mr Shoebridge
Miss Williams
Mr Giles

If you wish to formally complain, please use the link below to find our complaints procedure.
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/2020/Complaints-Procedure-2019.pdf

