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Friday 15th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Good afternoon, I hope this newsletter find you safe and well. 

I would like to thank our 13 community testing volunteers who have run the testing station in 
entirety this week alongside Mr Owens and his team. They have done a magnificent job and I am 
delighted to have them with us. Should any other parent or relative want to help in the same way, 
please get in touch with the school.  

A big thank you to everyone once again for all the kind words, thoughts and feedback about our 
online provision. I have shared a selection of them in this newsletter and to all the staff via their 
bulletin. We have achieved a lot in a very short space of time and will continue to improve the 
provision even further. I have included some ‘top tips’ for remote learning in this newsletter. 

You will find some advice on reading - I cannot stress enough the importance of reading whilst in 
lockdown for children. There are some great titles to help raise interest and it is a great way to take 
a screen break in the evenings.  

You may have noticed in the news that an Ofqual consultation regarding exams will start 
imminently, this will last for two weeks, after which, we may have a clearer picture of what will be 
required of students in Y11 & Y13. I will keep everyone posted. In an effort to ensure we have some 
up to date progress data and the postponed LPs before Christmas, we will be asking Y11 to complete 
some form of assessment. In the meantime, students should continue to revise. 

Please read the following letters in relation to the Ofqual consultation.  

Letter from Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator to Rt Hon Gavin Willamson CBE MP 
Letter from Gavin Williamson to Simon Lebus  

For those parents whose children qualify for free school meals we are using the Edenred vouchers. 
If, as a parent your circumstances have changed during lockdown and you think you are now eligible, 
details of how you can register for free school meals within your local authority are in this 
edition.  Your Local Authority will then inform us and we will be able to supply vouchers to you.  

We are holding our first virtual Parent Information Evening on Thursday 21st January 4-7pm. This is 
our first formal meeting with you as new parents and is an important opportunity to review learning 
so far. Instructions of how to register and log on have already been sent out. We will also be 
completing some timed tasks in place of Y9 LP2 using Teams that will help inform mid-year reports 
to parents and the options process. Please note, that all classwork and ATL will also help both.  

Conexus tutoring starts next week and if you are part of this terms group, you will have been 
informed. For now, this will also take place remotely. 

Don’t forget that the application deadline for Rainhill Sixth is the 29th January – if you have not 
applied already, please make sure that you do so as soon as possible.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher. 
 
  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951778/SL_to_SOS_2021-01-13.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951797/Letter_from_Gavin_Williamson_to_Simon_Lebus.pdf
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PARENTAL THANK YOU COMMENTS 

Thank you to everyone for their kind words of support. They really are a morale boost in these 

difficult times. 

Thank you so much for your message, lovely to hear that despite everything, you are taking time to 

give parents feedback.  My daughter really enjoys your lesson.  We really appreciate the amazing job 

you’re still managing to do! 

Please take time to rest this weekend after one of the most stressful weeks of most teacher’s careers 

- if not the most. Never mind the build-up you guys had in preparation of the COVID testing that 

didn’t materialise. Please know that your hard work and dedication does not go unnoticed and pass 

on my praise and thanks to other staff members you work with.   

Well done to you all for implementing online learning and the way you are all coping in these really 

trying times -it’s a real credit to you all.  

Thank you for trying to still teach in these difficult times. you all need more than a medal! 

I would like to thank you and all your colleagues-teachers, admin, cleaners, kitchen staff for the 

amazing job you are all doing! 

We are very grateful for the effort school has gone to, to provide live lessons on a daily basis to 

ensure continuity of learning – I am aware of the planning and preparation that goes into the 

delivery of live lessons! 

Thank you for your continued support especially with the difficulties faced throughout the current 

climate, take care.  

Thank you very much for all you do, both my children really enjoy your lessons.  

Happy new year to you, I hope you managed to relax a little over Christmas.  

I just wanted to say what a great job the school are doing with the remote learning so far. I won't lie, 

we were all dreading this in our house (and were anticipating a replay of the stress of last year) but 

it's been great so far! The live lessons are really working for my child, I can leave her to get on 

independently which is fantastic & she's happy & calm.  

Thank you to all the staff, it must be such a difficult time for you all & we are grateful for all your 

hard work keeping the children's education going.  

  

NEWS THIS WEEK 



 

4 

 

YEAR 7 PARENTS EVENING - THURSDAY 21ST JANUARY 2021 
Year 7 parents should have received an Edulink letter outlining how they can make appointments on 
the SchoolCloud platform for these virtual, video-call evenings. The evening will run from 4-7pm. 

There will be a link to follow on the letter, from which you can access the Parents Evening booking 
system and make appointments with your child’s teachers. 

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
YEAR 9 LP2 EXAMINATIONS 
Year 9 LP2 commences Monday 25th January. These LPs will be online and under 'test' 
considerations. Pupils entitled to additional time will receive this. 

Please encourage your child to revise for these tests and, if possible, support us in ensuring that the 
test is taken in a quiet area and under examination conditions: 

• in silence (we are asking that microphones are left on to enable us to monitor this) 
• no mobile phones or smart watches nearby 
• no texts or revision aids nearby 

A timetable will follow next week. 

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
YEAR 11 LP2 EXAMINATIONS 
We are still awaiting details about how GCSE and BTEC grades are to be awarded this year and we 
will still need to collate evidence of your child's progress and attainment in school. To this end, we 
will be sitting these examinations during the two weeks from Wednesday 3rd February. 

Details about how we will manage the process will follow in next week's newsletter. 

In the meantime, subjects are setting revision materials and our students should be revising.   

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
CONEXUS UPDATE 
Year 7 pupils start their Numeracy catch-up lessons from Monday 18th January. 

You will have received an Edulink letter if your child is involved with these. Lessons take place during 
Maths lesson time and will take place on the Zoom platform. If you have not done so already, please 
ensure that you have clicked on the 'test' link that has been sent to your email and to your child's 
school email address by Conexus. Please ensure that your child knows which lesson they are to be in 
with Conexus during the week. A link to help them to join the class will be emailed to the school 
email account. 

A small cohort of Year 8 and Year 9 pupils will begin their National Tutoring Programme tuition with 
Conexus, again in Maths, from 25th January.  Again, parents have been contacted by school already 
and will shortly receive a Zoom link from Conexus 

 Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
Could your child be entitled to Free School Meals?  

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:  

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
gross income of no more than £16,190)  

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less 
than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)  

 
Apply for Free School meals using the following links based on the postcode of your home address:  

St Helens 
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/schools-education/school-meals/free-school-meals/  
If you have any questions regarding Free School Meals you need to contact St Helens Council on 
01744 676666.  

Knowsley 
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/education-and-schools/school-meals-and-menus 
If you have any questions regarding Free School Meals you need to contact Knowsley Council on 
01744 676666. 
 
EDUCATE AWARDS 
Following the amazing news before Christmas that we had been shortlisted for the ‘Outstanding 
commitment to Secondary Sport’ Award, the virtual Awards ceremony will be held on January 29th at 
6:15pm and will be live streamed via the Educate Awards YouTube channel. More details to follow 
during the coming weeks as we look to support our PE department.  

 

  

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/schools-education/school-meals/free-school-meals/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/education-and-schools/school-meals-and-menus
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EDULINK APP 
Edulink is the main source of communication from school to all parents to inform them of any 
updates or information relating to your child or the school. If you currently do not access Edulink, 
could you please contact jeanette.rigby@rainhillhigh.org.uk so that a password and username can 
be provided. 

Main School Office. 
 
RAINHILL SIXTH - DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 

 
 
INTER-HOUSE SCIENCE COMPETITION 
For this week's Inter-house Competition, we are hoping you will flex your Scientific, Artistic and 
Research muscles! 

There are two categories: 

1. Take a photograph that represents 'growth'. You can interpret this in any way you think 
interesting. Think about all the living things around you that are growing, increasing in size, 
changing shape/form/colour, or developing in some way. The photo should be beautifully 
composed and have a short description accompanying it, explaining how it fulfils the title 
brief. 

2. Find out about a Scientist who is not well known. What did they accomplish/invent/ 
discover/research? Did they win any prizes? Why don't people know who they are? Create a 
1 page, A4 profile on the person and their accomplishments. 

All submissions can be emailed/messaged to myself on Teams. kate.robinson@rainhillhigh.org.uk 

Good luck, and we look forward to seeing your submissions! 

Miss Robinson, Head of Science.  

mailto:jeanette.rigby@rainhillhigh.org.uk
mailto:kate.robinson@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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RAINHILL EXPERIENCE LOCKDOWN CHALLENGES 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF READING 
“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book.” J.K. Rowling 
 
At Rainhill High School we recognise the importance of reading and how our pupils’ successes in life 
will be defined by an ability to read fluently and skilfully. 

During the current lockdown our curriculum will continue to prioritise the explicit teaching and 
practise of reading skills. To complement this at home it is essential that your child finds time to read 
each day – which is one of our Rainhill Standards. Reading for pleasure has never been more 
important. Studies have shown that reading for as little as six minutes can reduce stress levels by 
60% and in addition to this has countless positive benefits to academic progress. 
 

 
 
If you are looking for some inspiration when selecting books to read, here are a couple of 
suggestions: 

The Crongton Series 
Alex Wheatle 
There are four books so far in Wheatle’s fantastic series, which follows the lives of the 
children of the fictional Crongton estate. Funny, heartfelt and authentic. 

The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali 
Sabina Khan 
Khan’s YA novel is a sensitively told story of lesbian love and rebellion with a Muslim 
Bangladeshi heroine. Khan doesn’t shy away from difficult issues while considering what 
family really means.  
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The Hate U Give 
Angie Thomas 
Thomas’s bestselling debut is a must-read for teenagers and their parents alike. A 
brutal, beautifully told story of racism, prejudice and police violence that draws 
inspiration and ultimately hope from the Black Lives Matter movement.  

Fire and Hemlock 
Diana Wynne Jones 
This immersive novel follows the irrepressible Polly, myth-maker and rule-breaker, as 
she tries to uncover why she has repressed all childhood memories connected to her 
one-time friend and mentor, musician Thomas Lynn. 

A more detailed reading list for each year group is available on the school website. Happy 
Reading! 

Miss Dickman, Head of English. 
 
  

https://inews.co.uk/topic/black-lives-matter
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MICROSOFT TEAMS DEVICE ACCESS 
Online lessons can be accessed via a range of electronic devices via the Microsoft Teams platform.  

To support online learning a laptop would be the most preferred device. Online lessons can also be 
accessed via iPad, Mobile Phones, PlayStation, Xbox. 

The school has been provided with a small number of laptops from the Government, these will be 
issued on a needs and vulnerability basis. The laptops that we have been provided with have now all 
be issued to students. 

If your child is struggling to engage in online lesson due to device or network connectivity issue 
please contact your child’s Year Student Manager to discuss 

Please click here for guidance on how to use Microsoft Teams on a PlayStation and Xbox. 

Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
MICROSOFT TEAMS GUIDE 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support whilst our students are learning remotely. 

We hope that you are safe and well and managing to cope with the added pressures of students 
learning from home. 

Please click here to view a brief help sheet relating to accessing and using MS Teams. 

A video tutorial giving a more detailed tutorial will be streaming next week so please watch this 
space. 

Please can you call school as normal if your child is unwell and cannot attend the remote lesson.  

Should you need any support with MS Teams or the features within it, please do not hesitate to 
contact me via laura.johnson@rainhillhigh.org.uk. 

Thank you again. 

Miss Johnson, Associate Assistant Headteacher - Blended Learning. 
 

ZOOM GUIDE 
Conexus are tutoring groups of pupils in KS3 from Monday 18th January. Whilst we are under 
National Lockdown, these lessons will be remote and will be on the ZOOM platform. 

A guide to Zoom is attached here. Students who are involved with Conexus will have a 'test' session 
before any lesson and links are sent for this a week or so before the first lesson. 
 
REMOTE LEARNING AND LIVE LESSONS 
Please can you take time to read the updated Live Lesson Guide for Students. There are a few minor 
changes that are necessary in light of our experience this week. 

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
 

 

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Teams-on-Xbox-PlayStation-Guide-2.pdf
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Parent-and-Student-Guide-to-Microsoft-Teams.pdf
mailto:laura.johnson@rainhillhigh.org.uk
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Zoom-Guide.pdf
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Live-Lesson-Guide-for-Students-v3-8-JAN.pdf
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REMOTE LEARNING TOP TIPS 
Please see below Top Tips for parents on supporting your child with Remote Learning 

1. Download the Teams app, if possible as this has more functionality than using Teams online 
and may stop any glitches you have experienced.  

2. Ensure your child has changed their password from the standard password issued by school.  
The password should be unique and ideally contain upper and lowercase letter, numbers 
and a special character such as: ‘#’ or ‘!’ 

3. Your child’s camera should not be on at any point during a live lesson or for any other use of 
Teams. 

4. Your child’s microphone should be muted and only unmute if the teacher has asked them to 
respond to a question or share their thoughts.  

5. That chat facility on Teams is a great way for your child to ask the teacher a question about 
their learning.  The chat should not be used to have any off-topic conversation or for your 
child to speak to other pupils. It’s important to remind your child that despite being at 
home, the same level of behaviour and conduct exists as if they were in school.  

6. Your child should be following their normal school timetable and whilst not all lessons are 
taught live, resources will be provided. Keeping to their normal school schedule and wearing 
their school uniform will help your child keep on top of their daily learning.  

7. Encourage screen breaks. Remote learning will inevitably require more interaction with 
phones, computers, laptops and other devices. During breaks, encourage your child to step 
away from the screen.  
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CAN YOU HELP? 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED URGENTLY 

for schools routine testing 

Would you like to volunteer and help us? 

We are currently looking for an army of volunteers to carry out various roles following the 
Government announcement to deliver weekly lateral flow tests from January onwards to 
staff and pupils in secondary schools until Easter 2021.  

There will be a variety of roles to be undertaken; 

- Quality Lead 
- Team Leaders 
- Testing Assistants 
- Test Processors 
- COVID 19 Coordinators 
- Admin roles 
- Cleaners 

If you are available immediately on a weekly basis, we would love to hear from you, 
whether you are a parent, community orientated or just have spare time on your hands. 

Training will be provided as well as full PPE equipment. 

Please fill out the Volunteer application on our school website available at 
www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies and return to 
jobs@rainhillhighschool.org.uk or Mrs A Mawdsley, HR Manager at the above 
address. 

These roles will be subject to the statutory enhanced safeguarding checks.  

  

http://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies
mailto:jobs@rainhillhighschool.org.uk


 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATING PARENT DETAILS 
A feature is available on the Edulink One App. All parents will have the ability to update their 
own personal details. The submission will be verified, checked and updated on SIMS.  
 

 
DT/CONSTRUCTION INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11) 
The DT/Construction department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which allows 
staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the department.  

You can find the account with the username: @Dt_Construction_rhs 
 
FOOD TECH INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11)  
The Food Tech department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which portrays 
pupils’ food products in the department and allows staff, parents and students to find out 
what has been going on. 
 

You can find the account with the username: @RHS-FoodTech. 
 
RHS PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT 
The Performing Arts department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account for our private 
Music lessons. 

You can find the account with the username: @Rainhillhighmusic  

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11) 
The Modern Foreign Languages department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account 
which allows staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the 
department. 
 
You can find the account with the username: @Rainhilllanguages. 
 
 
 
 

HELP AND SUPPORT 
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CURRICULUM QUERIES 

Heads of Department 

English Y7, Y8 & Y9 Miss Lunt  Philosophy & Ethics Miss Goss  
English Y10  Mrs Jones Sociology  Mr Jarvis 
English Y11 Ms Dickman Computer Science Miss Johnson 
Mathematics Y7, Y8 & Y9 Miss Carson Business Studies Mr Jarvis 
Mathematics Y10 & Y11 Mr Rimmer Art/DT Mr Bennett 
Science Miss Robinson Languages Miss D’Anna  
Biology  Dr Gordon Food  Mrs Bolland 
Chemistry  Dr Beswick Performing Arts Mrs Renison 
Physics Mr Hurst PE Mr Rachi 

History Mr Procter Life Skills Miss Bryant 
Geography Mrs Parkinson (PSHE/Citizenship)  
 

Pastoral Queries 

Stage 1  Form Tutor  
Stage 2 Year Student Manager  
Stage 3 Year Progress Leader  
Stage 4  Deputy Headteacher Mrs. Munro 
Stage 5 Headteacher Mrs. Thorogood 
 

Pastoral Structure  

Y7 Student Manager Mrs Foster Y7 Progress Leader Mr Wood 
Y8 Student Manager Miss Seddon Y8 Progress Leader Miss West 
Y9 Student Manager Mrs Martin Y9 Progress Leader Mr Shoebridge 
Y10 Student Manager Miss Gordon Y10 Progress Leader Miss Williams 
Y11 Student Manager Mrs Quirk Y11 Progress Leader Mr Giles 
 

Formal Complaints 

If you wish to formally complain, please use the link below to find our complaints procedure.  

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/2020/Complaints-Procedure-2019.pdf 

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/2020/Complaints-Procedure-2019.pdf

