
ART CURRICULUM INTENT

An understanding of art, craft and design as well as a developing practical skill using art a range of materials, techniques 
and processes inspires our pupil’s natural, instinctive curiosity and desire to create. The Art curriculum engages all learn-
ers to think critically about the history of Art from conception to modern times. All pathways and content are structured 
to allow learners to engage in the wider cultural context both locally, nationally and beyond. Key ‘pit stop’ lessons under-
pin and link the importance of cultural understanding in topics such as Black History month, International Women’s day 
and Pride. RHS continues to be the largest Visual Arts provider in the UK, the department holds arts mark platinum 
status, further cementing the richness in the offerings across the curriculum, ensuring all learners can make their own 
mark in visual Art. 

Learn. The national curriculum underpins everything that we do in art. Through researching artists, artwork, crafts people 
and designers as well as the wider art movement in which they are a part of learners will understand the timeline of the 
creation of Art and move between key dates to understand an e�ective sequence of how genres & key movements have 
been created. All learners are expected to be able to model best teacher practice and show via sketchbooks, a connection 
between lesson aims, pupil personal opinion and self-intention. Bespoke pathways and personalised learning ensure an 
ambitious curriculum is accessible for all.  Schemes of Learning are structured to ensure learners develop a keen sense of 
self and how their own environments contribute to the wider in�uences that impact upon and within their own artwork. 
Key terminology, oracy and discussion is woven into lesson structure to ensure all learners can contribute in a way that 
carefully builds con�dence and resilience overtime. 

Think by experimenting with the key formal elements that underpin coherent Artistic practice. Learners will explore 
in�uences within their own work, re�ne ideas and explore personal intentions.  The visual art curriculum is committed to 
engaging learners in conversation, using feedback to aide the �ow of personal progression. Experimentation lead by 
outstanding teacher practice, opens up the in�nite and diverse outcomes within art. The depth and breadth of media and 
medium within the subject curriculum, ensures learners gain the con�dence and inspiration to independently explore 
where ‘Art’ can take them both beyond the key stage and as a future career.  

Contribute through exploring the wider arts curriculum which involves various opportunities for learners to build local links 
and involved with a local, regional and national events. Learners within visual arts work closely with local organisations on 
their doorstep such as the ‘Parish council, Rotary Club and even local community garden society.’  Learners get the opportu-
nity to contribute and work alongside larger regional companies such as DOT.Art, Whiston Hospital and Knowsley Safari 
park.  These links help develop a sense of personal character and social responsibility that builds skills for life-long learning.  
In addition, the curriculum has an abundance of extra-curricular events within the faculty that covers all artistic skills forms 
from, Sewing to Graphics Design and even 3D printing clubs.  All learners are encouraged to enter regional and national 
competitions to develop a sense of active participation in the wider world.  Furthermore, the cultural capital that enriches 
learners experience within Art can be further evidenced in trips to the Tate, The Walker, Yorkshire Sculpture park and 
oversees to NYC. 

Care through promoting and celebrating the diversity that exists the visual arts spectrum. Learners explore a whole range of 
topics from Fundamental British Values, to how Black History and other faiths have shaped Art in the local area the wider 
cultural Britain as they know it. Learners have a wealth of opportunity devised to explore key local historic industrial links 
such as the ‘Stephenson Rocket Trials’ to the recent ‘100 years of Art project’ linked to local coal mining industry. Through a 
wide range of artistic practice, Rainhill Learners develop a unique and inherent sense of self-identity and understanding 
within the local and wider community of creative practice.  



COMPUTING CURRICULUM INTENT

In Computing we fulfil the schools core values by preparing our learners to live in a predominantly digital and technologi-
cally rich world, where this technology is not only used to entertain and create, but also, to learn. In this ever-changing 
digital environment, we will deliver a curriculum that assists our learners to become digitally literate – able to use, and 
express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology – at a level that is 
suitable for use in future workplaces, particularly those in the local area of logistics, manufacturing, transport, technology 
and pharmaceuticals. These skills include the fundamental knowledge of MS Office Applications as well as those of 
computational thinking, communication, analytics, problem solving and collaboration. 

We enrich our computing curriculum by: establishing strong cross-curricular links; encouraging learners to take part in 
national initiatives such as the iDEA Award and CyberDiscovery; developing partnerships with external providers that will 
extend our learners’ opportunities for learning; encouraging learners to engage in TV shows and �lms, as well as wider 
reading where possible, that can deepen their understanding of computing and its impact on the world around them; 
providing learners with the opportunity to experience new and developing technologies, such as AR and VR, and, �nally, 
by giving them the opportunity to take part in educational visits. Our curriculum, alongside this programme of enrich-
ment, will see our learners develop into discerning, life-long digital learners who can thrive in this fast-moving landscape.  
In Computing we ful�l the core values of the school by:-

Learn through the key themes of computer science, information technology and digital literacy. The Computing curricu-
lum at Rainhill is carefully sequenced to ensure that pupils acquire computing knowledge, vocabulary and skills in a 
well-thought out and progressive manner which meets the requirements of the national curriculum. Our curriculum has 
deep links with Maths, Science, and Design and Technology. New learning is based upon what has been taught before 
and prepares pupils for what they will learn next. Retrieval practice is embedded throughout all topics, in many guises, 
but examples include Do It Now tasks at the beginning of each lesson that aim to e�ectively retrieve knowledge of past 
lessons and topics.   We encourage learners to contemplate their wider use of IT outside of school, their sharing of person-
al information and their communication so that they may become a safe and responsible digital citizen. We want our 
pupils to be Masters of Technology, rather than slaves to it. There are clear end points which pupils work towards on their 
Computing learning journey that will lead, in turn, to high standards of achievement at all key stages. We teach comput-
ing to all learners, whatever their ability, and they are all considered as individuals with particular needs and potentialities. 
Literacy is promoted heavily in computing, most especially through the development of the universal language of com-
puter code. However, language and oracy is also developed, through activities such as reading comprehension and the 
study of the etymology of key terms. Likewise, helping learners to see the world as data to be mined and analysed, allows 
for the promotion of numeracy throughout all topics. 

Think through expert subject knowledge of teachers who ensure pupils understand the key concepts of problem solving, 
computational thinking and logic. Computing gives pupils the opportunity to access technologies and ideas previously 
unavailable, thus helping them to make informed choices about their futures. As a knowledge-engaged curriculum we 
believe that knowledge underpins and enables the application of skills; both are entwined. As a department we de�ne 
the powerful knowledge our learners need, as de�ned in the three strands of the Computing National Curriculum and 
beyond, and help them recall it by using a variety of teaching styles and methods. Learners will have be encouraged to 
read around topics with a continually developing suggested reading list of both �ction and non-�ction titles, but they will 
also be given opportunities to improve their reading skills through the use of the “Immersive Reading” function in 
OneNote as well as being given reading tasks in all topics both in and out of class. Learners will be asked to read around 
the computing topics of internet safety, algorithms, PC building and cryptography as well as slightly o�-topic articles on 
storytelling, theme parks and colour theory to enhance their skills in digital literacy. 

Contribute through access to a wider curriculum involving Cyber Security, Programming, the iDEA Award, “Girls Who 
Code” Programme and Robotics. This wider curriculum will allow our learners the chance to further broaden their knowl-
edge of Computing, making them more con�dent and resilient in their use of ICT outside school. New for 2020 is our 
Digital Leaders Programme, which is designed to encourage learners to take on leadership roles and empower them 
through educating their peers in various computing topics.  The curriculum will be further enriched through educational 
trips and visits to places such as Bletchley Park, Amazon Warehouse, Edge Hill University, EGX and Disneyland Paris. Such 
visits move learners out of their comfort zone and into a world where they will develop their professionalism, their reputa-
tion and their ability to talk to outside practitioners. This, in turn, allows them to enhance their relationships, forge new 
links, improve their knowledge and understanding and allows for personal development and growth. Travelling also 
enhances their cultural awareness and understanding of values, beliefs and perceptions. 

Care through promoting fundamental British Values in Computing through a focus on ethical, legal, cultural and environ-
mental concerns regarding the use of computers and digital technology. Within Computing, we promote tolerance 
through the safe expression of di�erent people’s ideas, which may be built on cultural diversity, and thus promoting 
mutual respect. Learners will be able to work both independently and as part of a team to build resilience and self-esteem 
through a range of activities such as presenting to a class, collaborative project work and escape rooms. When working in 
groups, learners are expected to share ideas and resources and encourage and support each other.



COMPUTING CURRICULUM INTENT
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CRIMINOLOGY CURRICULUM INTENT

The criminology curriculum is aligned to the school’s core values of Learn, Think, Contribute and Care. The curriculum is 
planned to develop critical thinking, analytical and communication skills. Through criminology students explore the 
reasons people commit crimes and ways governments have attempted to reduce crime, including the effectiveness of 
different forms of punishment. Additionally, learners will focus on research policy in practice, assess campaigns for 
changes in awareness and examine information to review criminal cases. The curriculum integrates law, psychology, and 
sociology.

In Criminology we will ful�l the core values by: -

Learn through e�ective planning that allows learners to develop a range of application and evaluation skills in criminolo-
gy. Through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding, learners will learn to apply this in purposeful contexts 
linked to the criminal justice system.  For example, learners learn di�erent theories of crime drawing on biological, 
psychological and sociological theory to explain criminality. For this element learners will use prior knowledge gained in 
science (genetics and biochemistry), history (historical explanations of criminality) and philosophy (di�erent viewpoints). 
Class discussions surrounding criminal cases will develop oracy skills, as learners are engaged in watching documentaries 
then discussing their opinions and to formulate justi�ed conclusions. Learner’s develop and extend their learning in KS5 
as they gain the ability to develop responses which involve evaluating, analysing and justifying information in order to 
make evaluative judgements on real life situations and concepts some of which are familiar and new to them. 

Think through encouraging learners to become active and independent thinkers.  The applied purpose demands learn-
ing related to authentic criminal case studies. Learners are challenged to think through the broad curriculum of the 
subject that encourages learners to develop independent research skills, as well as develop techniques for working in 
timed conditions. Learners develop personal qualities and social skills through a range of discussions (often on controver-
sial issues cultural crimes and HBV or FGM). Wider reading is encouraged in every lesson with newspaper articles depict-
ing current and past crimes related to the course; developing comprehension and synthesis skills.

Contribute through engaging in criminology-based seminars and workshops at local universities and engage in discus-
sions visiting guest speakers such as police, forensic specialists and law professionals. Additionally, the opportunity to 
attend a criminology conference, where learners can immerse themselves in the most recent criminological research.

Care through challenging learners to consider how the use and application of their learning impacts on themselves, other 
individuals, employers, society and the environment in relation to criminal o�ences and behaviour. Through criminology, 
learners will develop their understanding of human feelings and emotion through the study of power and control in the 
home and domestic violence. They will also investigate moral values and ethical issues through the study of di�erent 
cultural practices (e.g. HBV), the debate about the ethical implications of biological de�nitions of crime and the treatment 
of di�erent social groups within the criminal justice system and media.



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM INTENT

The Technology curriculum that is designed to inspire pupil’s curiosity and aid in the development of innovative learners 
across Design and Technology and Food and Nutrition.  Each unique specialism allows learners to learn thought a wide 
range of scenarios linked to community cohesion, equipping learners to analyse, think and develop ideas based on their 
own interpretations with no boundaries.  Design and Technology at RHS allows all learners to grasp the complexities of 
the diverse ‘user’ needs across a range of subject areas and specialisms. The curriculum is carefully sequenced to allow all 
groups of learners to explore and overcome the practical design and creation challenges across the diverse platform of 
Design and Technology. By the end of the learning journey, all learners will have mastered a wide range of lifelong skills 
and gained a coherent knowledge and understanding of technologies and processes linked to self-development and the 
wider world of future employment. 

In Technology we ful�l the core values of the school by:-

Learn. The national curriculum underpins everything that we do in Design and Technology and Food and Nutrition. 
Through researching about the responsibilities of designers, engineers and technologists in the broadest arena in which 
they exist learners will extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of design technologies in relation to 
wider ‘user / customer’ needs and expectations around technology processes.  Learners gain a deep insight and partici-
pate in industrial context challenges to develop a deeper understanding of domestic and local industries linked to 
product, garment & food manufacturing.  Learners learn how to master a range of specialist tools, equipment and 
machinery that draws a direct link to wider life skills and future employment markets. All this practical knowledge and 
learning is underpinned by a rich discussion-based curriculum that promotes con�dence and resilience in learners, 
literacy, oracy and numeracy.   

Think by exploring a range of Industrial practices within given contexts to develop a deeper understanding of domestic 
and local technology industries.  Through high quality teaching and learning, learners will master the art of decisions 
making. Learners will con�dently demonstrate re�nements in solving design problems using a range of design strategies. 
The curriculum is designed to promote independent thinking and mastery of a range of skills based around de�ned 
design speci�cations. The diverse nature of Design and Technology ensures the curriculum o�er remains consistently 
challenging as topics such as ‘Biomimicry with mathematical modelling’ to ‘Scienti�c nutrition analysis’ ensuring a rich 
pedagogy sits behind the rich classroom experiences for learners. 

Contribute through exploring the wider Design and Technology local industries which involves various opportunities for 
learners to build links with the wider local community.  Learners within Design and Technology work closely with a 
high-pro�le local employer ‘Knowsley Safari park’.  These links help develop community cohesion and foster a great 
working partnership with a visible client who can feed directly into the wider curriculum.  The curriculum has an abun-
dance of extra-curricular events within the faculty that covers all technology skills forms from, pattern cutting club, 3D 
printing club, to Great British bake-o� challenges.  All learners are encouraged to enter regional and national competi-
tions to develop a sense of active participation outside the classroom.  Furthermore, the cultural capital that enriches 
learners experience within Design and Technology can be further evidenced in trips to local architectural sites, industrial 
catering facilities, London fashion week and oversees to NYC. 

Care through promoting and celebrating the diversity that exists across the Design and Technology spectrum. Learners 
explore a whole range of topics from disability living, global sustainability in manufacturing and to how healthy eating 
and nutrition positively impact upon the developing mind.  Learners have a wealth of opportunities devised to explore 
key local historic industrial links across the Northwest.  Through a wide range of experiences within the Technologies, 
Rainhill learners develop a unique and inherent sense of self-identity and understanding within the local and wider 
community of design and technology. 



ENGLISH CURRICULUM INTENT

“A good head and a good heart are always a formidable combination, but when you add to that a literate tongue or pen, then 
you have something very special.” Nelson Mandela. 

It is through the study of English and the development of sophisticated skills of communication that we can 
unlock doors for our pupils and support them to thrive. The English Department at Rainhill High School is dedicat-
ing to fostering student success, skill and love for English in all its forms by providing a solid and diverse academic 
foundation to allow us to maximise intellectual and creative potential in each pupil.

Learn & Think:
Our curriculum is challenging and engaging, covering a a diverse range of literary genres, from traditional Renaissance 
poetry and drama to modern Dystopian prose, and non-�ction reading in numerous formats such as broadsheet newspa-
per editorials. Throughout Key Stage 3 our learners will study in thematic schemes of learning, which in most cases centre 
around a key text, such as the power of the spoken word, in Year 8’s Speak Up!  which incorporates the study of the 
modern novel “Ghost Boys” by Jewell Parker Rhodes and the celebration of the uniqueness of the individual in Year 9’s It’s 
OK to be Di�erent! centred around Mark Haddon’s “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time.  With a balanced 
approach to reading and writing our learners will develop core literacy skills for e�ective communication through gram-
mar and accurate spelling and punctuation and will develop as strategic readers with a range of skills, such as skimming, 
scanning, predicting and analysis. These skills will be developed and strengthened each year on their English learning 
journey, into Key Stage 4 and 5, as they encounter texts covering prose Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” and Sebastian 
Faulks’ “Birdsong”, poetry “To Autumn” by John Keats and the poetry of the World War One poets – Sassoon, Owen and 
Blunden, drama “An Inspector Calls” and “Othello” and non-�ction dealing with more sophisticated arguments and vocab-
ulary. In addition to reading and writing skills learners will have daily opportunities to develop their oracy skills to become 
con�dent and articulate speakers capable of expressing themselves through discussions, arguments and debates which 
build on the views of others.  

For learners that join the school with ‘below expected’ reading levels, we promptly implement a focused reading interven-
tion programme which means that these learners are swiftly moved on.

The cultural capital of our learners is constantly developed by teaching texts in context for example the exploration of the 
in�uence of the time of writing on the representation of characters. Our curriculum covers writers from the canon of 
English Literature; from a diverse range of cultures and traditions and through time from medieval writings to the modern 
day multi-cultural Britain and the wider world. All literary study is complemented by a diverse range of non-�ction texts in 
numerous formats and from di�erent time periods starting with 19th Century. Our curriculum allows pupils to appreciate 
the signi�cance and power of language and literature and how they are instrumental in changing the world, as experi-
enced through the study of �ctional characters and real people.  Allowing our learners to experience how their own 
powerful use of language develops their skills within the three core literacy strands.  

Our learners in English encouraged to develop their own evaluative skills to challenge the views of others and o�er 
varying interpretations. Through the explicit teaching of strategic reading skills to allow a thorough and deep under-
standing of the texts they study our learners become competent and con�dent readers. The explicit teaching of commu-
nication skills, structures and ambitious vocabulary means that our learners are able to evaluate and improve their own 
writing. As Literature is a representation of the real world we immerse our learners in di�erent worlds of experience to 
encourage empathetic thinking and consideration of the views of others. 

Contribute & Care: 
Learning in English goes beyond study in the classroom, we o�er many enrichment opportunities to develop our learners’ 
love of English and enhance their social responsibility and cultural awareness. These include: visits to live professional 

performances of texts they are studying or those that will broaden their experiences of drama and literature; WW1 battle-
�elds visits to broaden understanding of the context of study at A Level and in school theatre performances. Our learners 
also have many opportunities throughout the year to participate in reading and writing competitions or to attend in 
house clubs to develop their communication skills. We also constantly look for opportunities to engage our pupils 
through visits from professional authors and through our partnership with the local library service. Our older learners in 
Key Stage 4 and 5 also have opportunities to take on leadership roles within the school to support and mentor younger 
pupils with literacy and reading skills.

Through the coverage of a range of literature (�ction and non-�ction) that spans a large historical time frame we enable 
our learners to consider the life experiences of others. We instil a clear understand British Values and encourage empathy 
for the su�ering and experiences of others both in the past and present. Our thematic approach to study allows our 
pupils to appreciate and celebrate diversity and di�erence and foster a strong sense of mutual respect for all cultures, 
faiths and beliefs.  



ENGLISH CURRICULUM INTENT
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poetry and drama to modern Dystopian prose, and non-�ction reading in numerous formats such as broadsheet newspa-
per editorials. Throughout Key Stage 3 our learners will study in thematic schemes of learning, which in most cases centre 
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ENTERPRISE CURRICULUM INTENT

The enterprise curriculum aims to inspire learners to become entrepreneurs in their own right, through development of 
knowledge, skills and characteristics, while taking ownership of their future careers. The enterprise curriculum is 
sequenced to develop lifelong learning, through application to local, national and international contexts (for example 
through partnerships with local SMEs), while building appreciation of the social responsibilities of enterprises through use 
of best practice case studies (Lush, Body Shop, The Fig Leaf). Such models of compassion from different viewpoints enable 
learners to view enterprise as a global subject, which respects cultural differences.  
 
In Enterprise we will fulfil the core values by:- 
 
Learn through effective sequencing (of topics across key stages) that allows learners to make holistic links across the enter-
prise curriculum (for example, cash flow links to aims, motivation, productivity and Kaizen) that enable long term retention 
of core knowledge through application to given contexts and their own aspirations. This is built upon with sequencing across 
the school curriculum, through links with Media (target audience, purpose of media working with Component 3 and 2) for 
example. By using contrasting enterprises (NGOs v PLCs) we develop the understanding that not all enterprises purpose is to 
achieve financial goals, but that supporting communities can provide greater and more long-term positive impact. Teachers 
promote use of a range of sources to develop skills and enrich literacy of learners, via effective techniques (skimming for 
example) that builds oracy in all through subsequent debates and discussions. Similarly, being numerically confident is 
critical to developing engaged learners, the curriculum is sequenced at KS4 to ensure skills learnt in Maths (Y9 HT1) are 
further embedded by Y10 HT3 in Enterprise through the work on financial documents and ratios. 
 
Think through challenging learners to consolidate, analyse and evaluate fundamental principles of enterprise through 
multiple stakeholder positions, which is facilitated by expert subject knowledge of teachers who use effective formative 
assessment to embed learning. News articles from a range of sources (for example BBC, Financial Times, The Guardian) are 
used as stimulus to challenge learners to consider the consequences and reasons for actions, with challenging Q&A from 
practitioners that pushes learners to consider beyond initial consequences. From this approach learners are able to make 
reasoned judgements and arrive at justified recommendations for improvement to practice.  
 
Contribute through encouragement to engage with local and national competitions that apply in school learning, engaging 
in discussions with local entrepreneurs and in school activities such as house competitions, national activities such as the 
Tenner Challenge (Young Enterprise), which demonstrate the accessibility of the subject. 
 
Care through demonstration of business ethics in expanding contexts (for example local SMEs choice of suppliers on ethical 
grounds) that allow learners consider implications to not only the enterprises, but society and the environment. Similarly, by 
preparing learners for employment we develop an increased appreciation of British values through employment law (equal 
rights, discrimination) and transparent processes to demonstrate best practice (Tesco, KS5). 



GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM INTENT

Geography at Rainhill ignites our students’ curiosity about the World around them. The curriculum motivates and directly 
involve learners in issues, locally and further afield. Geography is ever-evolving and focuses on the world’s past, present 
and future and our learners embrace the opportunity to learn about how the World works and their place within it.
Our curriculum in its widest sense, underpins the school Intent.  Rainhill geographers will:

LEARN – Our curriculum is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich in its coverage of the geophysical processes of the 
world , socio-economic changes and the effect that has on society and culture.  Learners will understand the synoptic nature 
of the subject through effective sequencing of knowledge and appreciate the influence that the physical and human special-
isms have on each other.  Learners will recall and retrieve knowledge and skills every lesson which will enable them to make 
links across all geographical content.   Our curriculum provides opportunities for all learners to develop language and oracy 
skills through the approach of debate and analysis within lessons.

THINK – Our learners have to make sense of complex physical and human processes and interactions. They have to apply 
skills, voice their informed opinion,  analyse a concept or evidence and justify their thinking.  Having to think about and 
make judgements on emotive topics such as international migration and their role in the local environment inspires their 
curiosity.  They will be pushed in every lesson to feel “challenged” through developing their ability to engage with geographi-
cal texts and theory based research and the expectation in every lesson will be to “think hard and answer wisely”.

CONTRIBUTE –Rainhill geographers will have the opportunity to learn about real life geography, events that affect them that 
they can have an opinion of and an impact upon, such as how their lives are affected by building on their local greenbelt and 
what changes may occur to their local area as a  result of the Omega development nearby.  All learners will be able to access  
wider enrichment such as Geography club, house events and master classes to embed detailed knowledge and thinking 
skills.  They will also have the opportunity to participate in geographical competitions; where they can develop their under-
standing and passion for the subject.  Our geographers will investigate their local environment and apply geographical 
theory, as well as having the chance to visit further afield, to places such as Sicily and Naples, where students can appreciate 
the differing character of places in comparison to where they live.

CARE – Our learners celebrate the physical and the human world they are part of and show deep awareness and respect for 
the diversity of life and the changing landscapes of our planet. They are mindful of their role in their school and local com-
munity, UK society and the Global environment. They learn about world issues such as child labour, absolute poverty and the 
impacts of sea level rise and they show curiosity and develop an empathy for others from similar and different backgrounds 
to their own.   



HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE CURRICULUM INTENT

The Health and Social Care curriculum aims to prepare learners to become health and social care professional through the 
development and understanding of the Care Values common to all working within this industry. These include a commit-
ment to an understanding of; anti- discrimination, health and safety, safeguarding, confidentiality and professional 
behaviour standards.  The Health and Social Care curriculum is organised and developed to follow the school’s core values 
of Learn, Think, Contribute and Care. It is planned and sequenced to promote lifelong learning and reflects local, national 
and international contexts to allow us to develop confident and resilient individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives.

In Health and Social Care, we fulfil the core values by: -

Our core aim of Learn is demonstrated by the carefully sequenced and planned delivery of knowledge, ensuring the curricu-
lum is coherent, where learning of knowledge and key skills are developed over time. This enables learners to build on prior 
learning and attach new knowledge and thinking in a sustained and efficient way. Continuous assessment of learning both 
for externally and internally assessed units and practice of skills allows pupils to make significant progress throughout the 
teaching of the curriculum and ensures thorough preparation for their next level of study. Learners are introduced to a topic 
or concept to develop an awareness through different methods (research, questioning, analysis, deep thinking, critical 
evaluation) to form an understanding. Learners are challenged to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their under-
standing, through oracy development via debates and discussions this enables learners to reflect on their learning. Using 
real case studies and analysing current local, national and international trends helps learners to understand that not all of 
the population has equal access to health and social care services and many outcomes can be determined by funding and 
current barriers within each setting. For example, a detailed understanding of the factors that affect obesity rates both 
locally, nationally and internationally enables learners to understand that there are many factors affecting public health 
beyond individual choice and many are not able to access a healthy lifestyle. 

Think is exemplified through the way in which lessons are planned and sequenced, developing knowledge and skills of the 
key concepts to be prepared for lifelong learning. Careful consideration of the way in which learners learn is evidenced 
through the way learning is presented and knowledge and skills are accessed. The importance of building high literacy skills 
is prioritised to enable learners to demonstrate well substantiated arguments. Skills in analysis and evaluation and applica-
tion are integrated within every lesson. These skills equip learners with the necessary tools to follow a university or career 
path in this subject and thus prepares them for lifelong learning. Learners are challenged to express their own opinions and 
justify these with clear evidence. For example, for learners need to research and collate information into the health and 
social care available for two chosen conditions and evaluate if their case study has enough help available to them to sustain 
or improve their current health and well-being. 

Contribute is exemplified through ensuring our learners have access to a wider curriculum, which provides numerous 
opportunities in extracurricular opportunities - visits to settings, guest speakers and workshops. An emphasis and encour-
agement of how learners can participate in their local and the wider community and how this develops resilience, character, 
social responsibility and lifelong skills is highlighted throughout the subject curriculum. For example, many of the students at 
KS5 are encouraged to find part time work in a Health and Social Care setting. The importance of such activities is strongly 
suggested and encouraged in order to better prepare themselves for university life or the world of work. The nature of this 
subject- studying the Health and Social Care professions and settings leads to a detailed analysis of how Health and Social 
Care makes a vital contribution to society and general well being of individuals. 

Care is how we promote an understanding of fundamental British Values though the curriculum as well as local and global 
responsibility with regards to the environment and sustainability. Mutual respect and tolerance are fundamental to the 
study of this subject both at Rainhill School and beyond and these values are embedded within each and every lesson and as 
a wider ethos of the subject. For example, the Care Values followed by all Health and Social Care professionals as outlined in 
each Code of Practice is a common thread within many of the units covered and include the promotion of anti-discrimina-
tory practice, safeguarding, health and safety and confidentiality. 



HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE CURRICULUM INTENT
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learning and attach new knowledge and thinking in a sustained and efficient way. Continuous assessment of learning both 
for externally and internally assessed units and practice of skills allows pupils to make significant progress throughout the 
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or concept to develop an awareness through different methods (research, questioning, analysis, deep thinking, critical 
evaluation) to form an understanding. Learners are challenged to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their under-
standing, through oracy development via debates and discussions this enables learners to reflect on their learning. Using 
real case studies and analysing current local, national and international trends helps learners to understand that not all of 
the population has equal access to health and social care services and many outcomes can be determined by funding and 
current barriers within each setting. For example, a detailed understanding of the factors that affect obesity rates both 
locally, nationally and internationally enables learners to understand that there are many factors affecting public health 
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Think is exemplified through the way in which lessons are planned and sequenced, developing knowledge and skills of the 
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tion are integrated within every lesson. These skills equip learners with the necessary tools to follow a university or career 
path in this subject and thus prepares them for lifelong learning. Learners are challenged to express their own opinions and 
justify these with clear evidence. For example, for learners need to research and collate information into the health and 
social care available for two chosen conditions and evaluate if their case study has enough help available to them to sustain 
or improve their current health and well-being. 

Contribute is exemplified through ensuring our learners have access to a wider curriculum, which provides numerous 
opportunities in extracurricular opportunities - visits to settings, guest speakers and workshops. An emphasis and encour-
agement of how learners can participate in their local and the wider community and how this develops resilience, character, 
social responsibility and lifelong skills is highlighted throughout the subject curriculum. For example, many of the students at 
KS5 are encouraged to find part time work in a Health and Social Care setting. The importance of such activities is strongly 
suggested and encouraged in order to better prepare themselves for university life or the world of work. The nature of this 
subject- studying the Health and Social Care professions and settings leads to a detailed analysis of how Health and Social 
Care makes a vital contribution to society and general well being of individuals. 
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HISTORY CURRICULUM INTENT

We aim to provide an engaging and inspiring curriculum with aspirations for high standards of achievement and enjoyment on the 
journey from KS3 to KS5 – even on to University. Our Curriculum develops historical knowledge alongside development of historical 
skills. We have built this in to every lesson and students are challenged to become confident, self aware and resilient individuals who 
think analytically about causation, significance, interpretations and the way they use evidence, routinely. The curriculum is 
sequenced effectively to pick up on several key themes through time such as power, monarchy, conflict, migration, and ordinary 
lives. This is done to ensure students grasp how Britain and the world has changed through time. Ultimately, our goal is to develop an 
understanding of British values and nurture Global citizens. Through empathising, and understanding the problems of the past, our 
learners can start to plan a better future. Students will thrive in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time 
with us.

In History we fulfil the these core values by:-

Learn
Our history curriculum is ambitious and broad, covering the National Curriculum through a sequenced chronological framework 
pre-1066-present day that allows our learners to make connections and consolidate knowledge over time.  We identify and teach key 
knowledge and skills in such a sequence that will enable learners to make connections and consolidate knowledge. We will be looking at 
key events in British and world history and picking up on key themes as we move through time. Students are encouraged consistently to 
learn analytically about past peoples and events through using primary and secondary sources, with opportunities to recall and retrieve 
prior learning underpinning all teaching and learning. 

Through evaluating the events and decisions made throughout history, our learners will develop language and oracy; the ability to 
present a point of view clearly and concisely is developed throughout the course, along with opportunities to discuss, argue and debate 
within lessons.

Think 
Our learners in history consider how the past has been interpreted, and re-interpreted, and why this is the case. Through planning to 
ensure that we use a wide range of challenging, academic and historical texts, our learners become confident in challenging  evidence 
which in turn allows them to develop their analytical skills of different opinions expressed  in the past. Reading skills are embedded to 
ensure that every learner has the skills required to engage with our aspirational texts, and indeed to enjoy them.  Students engage with 
texts from the time and students must practice skills of empathy to really think carefully about historical views, and how they are 
different to our own modern-world views.

Contribute 
In History, the many enrichment opportunities we run serve to actively develop our learners’ social responsibility and an understanding 
of the consequences certain actions can bring. These have included visiting the WW1 battlefields and Auschwitz. In addition, we have 
been to the Maritime Museum in Liverpool, and are planning a trip the Quarry Bank Mill to coincide with our studies of the Industrial 
Revolution. At KS4 we offer a trip to Berlin to get a hands-on experience of the Cold War and life in Hitler’s Germany. In order to further 
promote learners’ sense of enthusiasm and engagement with learning, we also have external speakers visit to bring a further dimension. 
We also encourage learners to think about and celebrate differences with cultures both past and present. We look at what Africa pre 
trans-Atlantic slavery and examine the culture and riches of the Mali Empire, we also analyse at the impact migration had on  Britain, 
both pre-1066 and post 1066.

Care
Through an analysis of power through time, we stimulate discussions and understanding about democracy and the rule of law, so 
instilling a clear understanding of British Values in all learners. Students gain an in depth understanding that democracy can be fragile 
through a study of the Holocaust and other 20th century genocides, so leading to our learners appreciating the importance of mutual 
respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. For example, the enquiry question that shapes our study of the Holocaust 
is ‘Who was responsible for the Holocaust?’ This encourages students to look at the role of ‘bystanders’ raising debate and allowing 
self-reflection on students own values and morals. 



LAW CURRICULUM INTENT

Law is one of the only subjects where its impact and application can be seen in nearly all aspects of daily life. It has never 
been more important to understand the importance of the Rule of Law and how it impacts on our lives as citizens. 
Through a combination of a challenging and stimulating curriculum with industry focus, the law curriculum has been 
prepared to provide students with the required knowledge and skills to succeed in life-long learning of law. Through their 
study, learners will understand and comprehend the challenges faced within the legal system by applying the law and 
evaluating the legal implications of actions. The curriculum is designed to cover the major areas of the English legal 
system; preparing learners for successful study of both public and private law. In lessons learners will tackle topics such as 
the use of secret surveillance, murder, negligence, civil claims and police powers. Knowledge of topics will be applied to 
situations where student’s ability to consider liability will be put to the test.

Our core aim of Learn is demonstrated by the carefully sequenced and planned delivery of knowledge, ensuring the curricu-
lum is coherent, where learning of knowledge and key skills are developed over time. Units are designed around current and 
future needs of employers and the legal profession; for example, the rights of citizens during police stop and search, as well 
as the application of the law on criminal offences such as murder and manslaughter. Continuous assessment of learning and 
practice of skills allows pupils to make significant progress throughout the teaching of the curriculum and ensures thorough 
preparation for their next level of study. 

Think is exemplified through the way in which lessons are planned and sequenced, developing knowledge and skills of the 
key units to be prepared for lifelong learning. Careful consideration of the way in which learners learn is evidenced through 
the way learning is presented and knowledge and skills are accessed. The importance of building high literacy skills is priori-
tised to allow pupils to access all areas of the curriculum. Skills in analysis and evaluation and application are integrated 
within every lesson. These skills equip learners with the necessary tools to follow a university or career path in this subject 
and thus prepares them for lifelong learning
. 
Emphasis on the development of professional skills is paramount and the study of law can be Contributed via access to a 
wider curriculum, which provides numerous opportunities in extracurricular opportunities, careers events, guest speakers 
and workshops. Learners are encouraged to shadow working lawyers and judges and practice their learning during a work 
experience placement allowing them to put their academic knowledge into practice. Extracurricular activities such as the 
mock trial competition, debate club and participation in lectures and talks from guest speakers are strongly encouraged in 
order to better prepare themselves for university life or the world of work. School trips to the Houses of Parliament in 
London, the Old Bailey, Liverpool Crown Court and local Magistrates court are built into the curriculum to allow learners to 
see the contribution this subject has to life outside the classroom. 

Care is how we promote an understanding of fundamental British Values though the curriculum as well as local and global 
responsibility with regards to the environment and sustainability. Mutual respect and tolerance are fundamental to the 
study of this subject both at Rainhill School and beyond and these values are embedded within each and every lesson and as 
a wider ethos of the subject. 



MATHS CURRICULUM INTENT

The maths curriculum at RHS champions the belief that mathematical understanding is crucial in helping learners to make 
sense of the world around them. It also prepares for the next stage of education, employment or training. Maths helps us 
to understand the world - and we use the world to understand maths. It expertly prepares them to interpret situations 
and solve problems in everyday life. Mathematics plays a key role in the development of a well-rounded expert learner. 
Our vision, is that within the context of core knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills for 
success in today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. We believe that 
those that can think critically and communicate effectively must build on a solid base of core academic subject knowl-
edge. 

Learn The national curriculum underpins everything that we do in mathematics. We share the belief that in order to develop 
confident, resilient, independent learners, we must immerse them in an engaging, well-sequenced, knowledge-rich curricu-
lum. One that is collaboratively designed and driven by the precise skills, knowledge and expertise that the students must 
master, in order to be successful. The content of our curriculum is carefully considered, and the specifics are spelt out 
deliberately, and in depth. Our curriculum is defined by its detail. 

Our approach to teaching and learning is underpinned by insights from cognitive science, the principles of instruction, and 
importantly a wealth of teacher experience. We present new skills and knowledge to learners in ways that support retention 
in memory. Our collective aim is to ensure that vital mathematical skills and knowledge is stored in, and can be retrieved 
from, learners’ long-term memory. We fully embrace the concept that learning requires forgetting and that memory 
strengthens, the more that knowledge is recalled. That is why our curriculum deliberately adopts approaches such as spaced 
retrieval practice, low-stakes quizzing and independent practice, to build confidence and fluency. Our curriculum is expertly 
constructed to build on prior knowledge and gives careful consideration to the sequencing of content in order to build 
secure schema. Time is also dedicated to explore common mathematical misconceptions.  

Our expert teachers remain highly responsive to the needs of individual learners by planning in regular opportunities to 
check for understanding and provide feedback. Regular progress checks are complete with fluency, reasoning and problem 
solving questions, are common practice in our classrooms. Crucially, a repertoire of effective questioning techniques – for 
example cold calling and probing/process questions – are default, day-to-day practices, to continually assess how well 
students are learning. 

Think Our curriculum sets high expectations and we design lessons in which learners have no option but to think hard. 
Problem solving activities are deliberately assigned to deepen learner’s understanding and make connections with all areas 
of the national curriculum. They are required to solve different kinds of non-familiar problems in both conventional and 
innovative ways. A consistent classroom routine – of review, model and purposeful practice – is used to ensure that learners 
are driven to achieve ambitious goals, using a range of scaffolding processes, and also develop resilience and independence. 
Reading skills are specifically taught so that students can expertly dissect and solve even the most challenging problems. 

Contribute We work hard to develop resilience in our learners, as well as nurture the learning behaviours that you would 
expect to see in an engaged and motivated learner, even when they are finding the work to be particularly challenging. We 
actively foster a mature and positive ‘can do’ attitude, and in turn these adult behaviors create mutual respect and allow 
learners to be motivated, curious, and challenged. In addition, through a plethora of maths enrichment activities - such as 
maths clubs, University challenges, weekly competitions, themed days, and international trips – we activate promote high 
aspirations and clear sense of social responsibility.

Care Opportunities to discuss viewpoints are encouraged in Mathematics lessons for example, the use of data has a 
significant role in the democratic decision making and influencing change. Critical thinking is fundamental to our learning 
journey and encourages resilience. At the same time, students are reminded of an expectation of respect for all others. 

Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.
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in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

MATHS CURRICULUM INTENT

The maths curriculum at RHS champions the belief that mathematical understanding is crucial in helping learners to make 
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of the national curriculum. They are required to solve different kinds of non-familiar problems in both conventional and 
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actively foster a mature and positive ‘can do’ attitude, and in turn these adult behaviors create mutual respect and allow 
learners to be motivated, curious, and challenged. In addition, through a plethora of maths enrichment activities - such as 
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as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

MFL CURRICULUM INTENT

Our Curriculum develops linguistic and cultural knowledge alongside development of tolerance and understanding of 
others. We want our students to be global citizens through exposure to different ways of life particularly in our school 
context. We provide an engaging and inspiring curriculum which covers the National Curriculum and fosters students’ 
interest, enabling them to build on the minimal experience with languages and other cultures. Ultimately, in a climate of 
declining linguists, we are determined that students understand the importance of pursuing their language studies on to 
KS5 and ideally, further education and career.  In order to allow students to examine their own British values and com-
pare and contrast with those in other countries making them more tolerant and responsible global citizens the learning is 
centred around 3 key themes: Identity and Culture, Global areas of interest as well as Current and future study or employ-
ment. 

In MFL we fulfil these core values by: -

Learn to develop their aural and oral skills so that they can express what they believe but also understand the points of view 
of others. Students are encouraged consistently to think about what and how they are communicating. By exposing students 
to authentic materials, such as literary texts, films, music, foreign exchange partners, they will learn about cultural and 
linguistic differences in Hispanophone, Francophone and Germanophone countries.  Through effective sequencing and 
retrieval practice, students will be able to present their own opinions and reasons in the confidently target language

Think and problem solve. Students are encouraged to find ways to understand what is being said and how to express them-
selves. They will form their own balanced opinions about topics and issues that relate to their own lives as well as global and 
social issues (school, music, art, technology, festivals, the environment) and how to justify them in the target language. By 
engaging with opinions of people from other countries, students are presented with information that challenges the way 
they think and behave, forcing them to reflect on what is the ‘best’ or the ‘right’ way.

Contribute to lessons by engaging in tasks, overcoming fears in order to strive to produce fluent language.  Students can take 
advantage of the wider enrichment opportunities available such as European Day of Languages, Language ambassadors, 
eTwinning, as well as trips to the countries where the languages are spoken, which helps to develop our learners' linguistic 
ability and enthusiasm for the subject. 

Care about making themselves understood to people who do not have English as a first language both here in the UK and 
when abroad. Understanding the privilege that is attached to having English as a first language, all learners gain an under-
standing about the importance of abolishing monolingualism. Through moral and social development, students will have a 
mutual respect and a cultural tolerance which compliments their own British Values. 

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

P&E CURRICULUM INTENT

There has never been a more important time to engage with the challenging issues that arise within Philosophy and 
Ethics. We live in a world where religion, faith and belief are questioned daily. Through the study of Philosophy and 
Ethics, Students will understand and comprehend our constantly changing world; interpreting religious issues and evalu-
ating their significance. This knowledge will support them to develop their own understanding of spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural questions that arise within daily life. In lessons they will tackle topics and such as immigration and racism, 
question the morality of acts such as capital punishment, euthanasia, abortion, as well as investigating global issues such 
as crime, drugs, and war. 

Students will learn about the differing beliefs and values within an ever evolving global and local community. Philosophy and 
Ethics strongly links with History as we explore historical figures such as Martin Luther King, investigate modern day racism, 
evaluate the impact of the Holocaust, analyse the history of the Christian Church within Britain and the struggles it faces 
within modern Britain. Through this sequential building of knowledge students will develop their self-awareness, confidence 
and comprehension through discussion, debate, research and presentation.   This will help learners challenge their own 
beliefs and those of others to enable them to have a better understanding of who they are and make sense of life around 
them. 

Students can think about beliefs and practices to investigating and respond to philosophical and ethical questions such as: 
what happens after death; the question of science versus religion; does religion create war? Reading is prioritised through 
religious texts, news stories and research papers to give students access to the best that is thought and said. This builds 
confidence in reading and responding critically to current beliefs and attitudes, developing oracy allowing students to 
discuss, debate and present ideas with confidence using correct vocabulary. 

Students will contribute to their enrichment through the opportunity to experience, appreciate and appraise different views 
and beliefs via trips to a trip to local synagogues and mosques and churches as well as the Imperial War Museum North. 
Through House events and wider curriculum clubs’ students will access guest speakers from a range of areas such as visits 
from local priests and community groups. 

Students are encouraged to care through practice, tolerance and respect, instilling a clear understanding of British values so 
that they can be respectful and appreciate the differing belief systems inhabited by modern Britain.  

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM INTENT

Our curriculum is guided by the school’s core values of Learn, Think, Contribute, Care. Physical Education at Rainhill is 
designed to give our pupils a wide and varied programme of study that allows them the opportunity to become experts in 
a variety of sports and activities.  These include but are not limited to games activities, gymnastic routines and outdoor 
and adventurous education.   Pupils will be challenged to use sporting techniques in competitive situations through a 
thriving programme that gives all the opportunity to compete at an inter house level through to national competition.  
This passion moves through the key stages and pupils will be tasked to continually add theoretical concepts, such as lever 
systems to practical principles and analyse their effects.  Our curriculum is planned and sequenced to promote lifelong 
learning through experiencing the benefits of exercise and skill acquisition whilst also reflecting our local context by 
providing pathways to community clubs, which include partnerships with Rainhill Cricket Club, Rainhill United and Aller-
ton Manor Golf Club.  This allows us to develop confident and resilient individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives whilst also appreciating the aesthetics of sports performance through a focussed promotion of skill charac-
teristics and skill classifications.   

In Physical Education we fulfil the these core values by:-

Learn through the key themes of skill development, tactical awareness and the theoretical principles that underpin a healthy 
lifestyle and improving performance.  The curriculum is broad in terms of the range of activities on offer including Orienteer-
ing, Swimming and Rounders and moves beyond national curriculum standards by promoting the learning of theoretical 
concepts at Key Stage 3, for example Training Methods and Fitness Testing.  Practical schemes are differentiated into novice, 
intermediate and advanced allowing for pupils to recall and retrieve prior learning in order to improve further.  This ensures 
all learner levels are catered for allowing them every opportunity to become the very best they can be at the variety of 
activities on offer including dance, Gaelic football and athletics.  A move from a novice to an intermediate scheme means 
pupils can consolidate the skills and techniques learned whilst adding more tactical appreciation in sports such as football, 
rugby and table tennis.  Theoretically, our sequencing works hand in hand with our practical programme.  This means that 
whilst pupils are studying trampolining practically, they can explore theoretical concepts such as planes and axis and under-
stand the link between the two.  With self-assured and coherent use of technical jargon, pupils develop and expand on their 
oracy within Physical Education.  They form confidence by talking, at length, around tactical awareness and strategies to 
outwit opponents.   

Pupils Think in practical lessons, by implementing decision making in competitive situations and problem solving by select-
ing and applying appropriate tactical strategies as well being able to critically analyse their own and others. Practically, pupils 
will be guided to some of the world’s best coaches and their coaching research in order to further their knowledge, appreci-
ating the nuanced application of their sport, whether it be Netball, Badminton or Swimming.  Pupils link academic principles 
to practical performance as well as being able to apply theoretical content to health and wellbeing.  Whether this be apply-
ing Principles of Training to their own training programmes or understanding how commercialistion impacts on the sports 
we play, pupils will be invited to see where the sport sits in the wider world.  Pupils will think and reflect on sport in a global 
context delving into moralistic arguments about the use of Performing Enhancing Drugs in sport or how group dynamics can 
lead to cohesion and successful performance.  Physical Education lessons establish a greater understanding of how numera-
cy fits into the wider world; whether that be through an understanding of how data can be used in analysing performance or 
to measure and time athletic events.   

Contribute through access to a wider curriculum taking part in the inclusive variety of clubs and teams that are on offer 
every lunch time and after school.  All pupils are invited and supported to take part in clubs no matter their starting point.  
Access to all clubs will see pupils taking part in recreational football, rounders and tennis.  Learning outside the classroom is 
a fundamental part of our curriculum.  Ski trips to Europe and North America, allows all pupils to broaden their horizons and 
sample cultures from around the world and taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme gives pupils the opportunity 

to further those outdoor and adventurous skills resulting in a positive growth of resilience, problem solving, motivation, 
communication and team work.  Our Duke of Edinburgh scheme covers the full award from bronze to gold and culminates in 
a 3-night, four-day solo expedition on either land or water.  

Care through promoting fundamental British Values of tolerance and respect.  PE is the pivotal in pupils understanding of 
the benefits of these values.  Through collaborative teamwork, respecting the rules and understanding everyone’s role in 
success and failure, pupils will become considerate citizens. Physical Education activates consideration and respect through 
the understanding that pupils will have a variety of sporting strengths and weaknesses and that giving 100% is greater than 
the outcome.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM INTENT

Our curriculum is guided by the school’s core values of Learn, Think, Contribute, Care. Physical Education at Rainhill is 
designed to give our pupils a wide and varied programme of study that allows them the opportunity to become experts in 
a variety of sports and activities.  These include but are not limited to games activities, gymnastic routines and outdoor 
and adventurous education.   Pupils will be challenged to use sporting techniques in competitive situations through a 
thriving programme that gives all the opportunity to compete at an inter house level through to national competition.  
This passion moves through the key stages and pupils will be tasked to continually add theoretical concepts, such as lever 
systems to practical principles and analyse their effects.  Our curriculum is planned and sequenced to promote lifelong 
learning through experiencing the benefits of exercise and skill acquisition whilst also reflecting our local context by 
providing pathways to community clubs, which include partnerships with Rainhill Cricket Club, Rainhill United and Aller-
ton Manor Golf Club.  This allows us to develop confident and resilient individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and 
fulfilling lives whilst also appreciating the aesthetics of sports performance through a focussed promotion of skill charac-
teristics and skill classifications.   

In Physical Education we fulfil the these core values by:-

Learn through the key themes of skill development, tactical awareness and the theoretical principles that underpin a healthy 
lifestyle and improving performance.  The curriculum is broad in terms of the range of activities on offer including Orienteer-
ing, Swimming and Rounders and moves beyond national curriculum standards by promoting the learning of theoretical 
concepts at Key Stage 3, for example Training Methods and Fitness Testing.  Practical schemes are differentiated into novice, 
intermediate and advanced allowing for pupils to recall and retrieve prior learning in order to improve further.  This ensures 
all learner levels are catered for allowing them every opportunity to become the very best they can be at the variety of 
activities on offer including dance, Gaelic football and athletics.  A move from a novice to an intermediate scheme means 
pupils can consolidate the skills and techniques learned whilst adding more tactical appreciation in sports such as football, 
rugby and table tennis.  Theoretically, our sequencing works hand in hand with our practical programme.  This means that 
whilst pupils are studying trampolining practically, they can explore theoretical concepts such as planes and axis and under-
stand the link between the two.  With self-assured and coherent use of technical jargon, pupils develop and expand on their 
oracy within Physical Education.  They form confidence by talking, at length, around tactical awareness and strategies to 
outwit opponents.   

Pupils Think in practical lessons, by implementing decision making in competitive situations and problem solving by select-
ing and applying appropriate tactical strategies as well being able to critically analyse their own and others. Practically, pupils 
will be guided to some of the world’s best coaches and their coaching research in order to further their knowledge, appreci-
ating the nuanced application of their sport, whether it be Netball, Badminton or Swimming.  Pupils link academic principles 
to practical performance as well as being able to apply theoretical content to health and wellbeing.  Whether this be apply-
ing Principles of Training to their own training programmes or understanding how commercialistion impacts on the sports 
we play, pupils will be invited to see where the sport sits in the wider world.  Pupils will think and reflect on sport in a global 
context delving into moralistic arguments about the use of Performing Enhancing Drugs in sport or how group dynamics can 
lead to cohesion and successful performance.  Physical Education lessons establish a greater understanding of how numera-
cy fits into the wider world; whether that be through an understanding of how data can be used in analysing performance or 
to measure and time athletic events.   

Contribute through access to a wider curriculum taking part in the inclusive variety of clubs and teams that are on offer 
every lunch time and after school.  All pupils are invited and supported to take part in clubs no matter their starting point.  
Access to all clubs will see pupils taking part in recreational football, rounders and tennis.  Learning outside the classroom is 
a fundamental part of our curriculum.  Ski trips to Europe and North America, allows all pupils to broaden their horizons and 
sample cultures from around the world and taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme gives pupils the opportunity 

to further those outdoor and adventurous skills resulting in a positive growth of resilience, problem solving, motivation, 
communication and team work.  Our Duke of Edinburgh scheme covers the full award from bronze to gold and culminates in 
a 3-night, four-day solo expedition on either land or water.  

Care through promoting fundamental British Values of tolerance and respect.  PE is the pivotal in pupils understanding of 
the benefits of these values.  Through collaborative teamwork, respecting the rules and understanding everyone’s role in 
success and failure, pupils will become considerate citizens. Physical Education activates consideration and respect through 
the understanding that pupils will have a variety of sporting strengths and weaknesses and that giving 100% is greater than 
the outcome.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

PERFORMING ARTS CURRICULUM INTENT

Our curriculum is planned and sequenced to promote lifelong learning and to develop individuality, encourage learners to 
think and express themselves with confidence, tolerance and understanding. Our curriculum develops our learners as 
global citizens through exposure to and involvement in a range of performance and enrichment opportunities both within 
and outside of our school community. Through our ambitious curriculum design, we bind many subjects together, 
reinforcing key skills across the curriculum. In the wider community, learners will be given the opportunity to explore a 
media-based environment and take part in events within the school calendar such as the Anthony Walker Evening where 
they can showcase their talents. 

In Performing Arts (Media) we fulfil the core values of the school by ensuring our learners:-

Learn to develop confidence and communication through their work, through demonstrating and refining core analysis skills 
across a range of Media platforms such as print, interactive and audio/ moving image. Develop confidence and communica-
tion through their work, through strong classroom routines, student leadership and increasing independent work. By build-
ing our ambitious schemes of work around the idea of building confident and self-aware learners, we enable them to 
strengthen their skills across a variety of subjects. For instance, when we disseminate our brief for Creative Media Produc-
tion, we ask learners to divide their time wisely, use their reading skills developed in English and rehearsed with us, to 
decipher key information. This information is then used to create a final product – something which can then be linked with 
Technology and Design subjects. 

Think and develop concentration- working with greater independence on projects over extended periods of time. The 
fundamentals of this process would begin in year 10 and continue to grow through to 6th Form with projects such as creat-
ing your own product according to a set brief, as designed by a company; all the way through to considering how to apply 
socioeconomic theories to different kinds of media types.  Consider links to other subject areas across the school and 
deepen knowledge and understanding through performance work. By exploring media platforms, learners become increas-
ingly aware of the world around them, enabling them to independently formulate opinions. For example, by analysing a 
moving image such as a music video or film trailer, we create a culture of analysing the world. We develop learners who are 
analytical thinkers who want to question how we, as consumers, consume different platforms of media. 

Contribute to every lesson- operate and co-operate as part of a team to explore, develop and refine performance work. All 
learners engage in the culture of performance. All learners perform- everybody. Whether that be on a stage or in a class-
room, we encourage learners to present and perform to enhance their communication skills and oracy. This in itself, allows 
learners to enhance their confidence for other subjects – such as Business Studies, when learners produce business plans to 
present to a potential company. The building of this confidence is developed by their extended vocabulary and formal 
language which is at the core of each of our lessons. In every lesson. In addition, all learners are urged to contribute to the 
varied enrichment offer of arts activities to extend their repertoire as Rainhill learners. 

Care about their work, each other as well as local and global issues- through the topics chosen to ignite and develop empa-
thy and sensitivity through their work. Through work on such topics as representation in the media, we make discussion a 
good habit in our classrooms. We routinely encourage learners to share their thoughts and opinions so that they have a 
wealth of ideas to formulate their own opinion. Care, in our subject, comes from the depth of our understanding of others. 
When considering representation of gender, ethnic backgrounds and socioeconomic backgrounds for example, we look at 
how they are reflected in the media and why, using history of the media, have they been shown this way. This, in turn, spills 
out of our classrooms and in to the wider world, prompting our learners to become more aware of the world around them. 
By creating these well – rounded individuals, we are on the cusp of prompting change.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM INTENT

Our intention is to ensure students have the knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full and active 
part in society. In particular, citizenship education We want our learners foster a keen awareness and understanding of 
democracy, government and how laws are made and upheld. Developing the skills and knowledge to explore political and 
social issues critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments. Citizenship should prepare students to 
take their place in society as responsible citizens who make a difference to their school, local area and the wider world. 

LEARN 
The Citizenship curriculum is centred around cultural identity, the importance of individuality and British Values. Learners 
will raise awareness of local and national injustices such as the racist attack of Anthony Walker. Citizenship links across other 
subjects such as Geography by exploring issues within their own local community and actively working towards addressing 
these problems as confident citizens. Learners will gain knowledge of humans rights and the Rights of the Child to enable 
self-assurance and confidence as individuals. Citizenship enables learners to find their voice through the study of democracy 
and politics. Learners will develop debating skills, vocabulary and oracy through discussing important local, national and 
global issues. 

THINK
Learners will consider and evaluate political issues locally, national and globally. Learners will gain knowledge on the UK 
government system including democracy and dictatorship. Learners will confidently explain political matters and debate 
matters of justice and injustice across the globe. Learners will examine issues within their own communities such as hate 
crime and express their opinions with conviction. Learners will demonstrate the actions of a ‘good citizen’ and examine the 
importance of identity, cultural diversity and British values. 

CONTRIBUTE 
Learners will actively participate in change around school, locally and for various charities. All Citizenship SOL create an 
understanding of the consequences of injustice and how as active citizens we can make a difference. Citizenship develops 
well-rounded young citizens by giving learners a sense of social responsibility, demonstrated by fund raising, active 
campaigns, running events for the local community and writing to their local MP to highlight local issues within their com-
munity. 

CARE
Learners will understand the ethos behind British values and the importance of participation within their local communities. 
Learners will explore and discuss cases of injustice in the UK and globally such as the treatment of some children in less 
developed countries. Learners will develop empathy towards people less fortunate than themselves such as understanding 
the difficulties for asylum seekers.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) CURRICULUM INTENT

Our intention is for learners to build on skills, attitudes, values, knowledge and understanding they have acquired during 
the primary phase. PSHE learners will acknowledge and address the changes facing young people from transition to 
secondary, the challenges of adolescence and their increasing independence. Learners will manage diverse relationships 
respectfully and will understand the impacts and dangers of the media. In particular, learners will examine and show an 
awareness of the dangers and risks within our school and the local community.

LEARN
PSHE learners follow a sequence of learning via three core themes, health and wellbeing, relationships and sex education 
and wider world including careers. 
PSHE creates healthy and well-rounded students. The curriculum is age appropriate and progressive from managing transi-
tion to high school and bullying in Year 7 to dealing with stress and mental health conditions. PSHE develops the sense of 
self and respect for others by acquiring the skills and values needed within a broad spectrum of relationships. Learners will 
gain knowledge of their outside world and the skills needed to live as confident adults economically and professionally. 

THINK 
Learners will think with empathy about difficult situations which they may experience in life. They will consider risks and 
dangers on and offline. Learners will develop sympathy to others in times of need with regards physical, emotional and 
mental wellbeing. Learners will know of support and guidance available to them locally and nationally and be able to think 
carefully of how to help others. 

CONTRIBUTE 
PSHE builds acceptance, tolerance and appreciation of the individual. PSHE learners will actively support other in terms of 
health and safety and be aware of the support systems available to them. Learners will develop listening and empathy skills  
and will be able to give friendly and compassionate advice and know how to refer a service or outside agency. PSHE learners 
will contribute to whole school pastoral initiatives by bringing awareness to issues such as homophobia, bullying in school 
and the Holocaust.

CARE 
PSHE promotes self-respect and respect and others with regards, feelings, understanding and our bodies. Learners will 
develop the skills required to maintain positive relationships of all kinds focusing on the way we communicate and the 
emotional wellbeing of others. PSHE teaches the importance of healthy lifestyles including avoiding risk taking behaviour. 
Careers education has a sequence of learning from developing skills and interests to mock interviews and future options for 
Year 11.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

PSYCHOLOGY CURRICULUM INTENT

The psychology curriculum is aligned to the school’s core values of Learn, Think, Contribute and Care. It is planned and 
sequenced to promote lifelong learning by guiding our learners to think critically, creatively and to ask questions about 
human nature. This will inspire our learners to develop empathy, tolerance, and an appreciation of how interconnected 
and complex our lives as humans has become. 

The psychology curriculum will fulfil the core values by:

Learn through effective planning that allows learners critically evaluate research, data, and information to study the science 
of mind and behaviour; for example, learn to weigh up strengths and limitations of different models of memory and assess 
research to support and refute these. The psychology curriculum also allows learners to learn ways of interpreting data using 
inferential tests and drawing conclusions; for example, learning to use a Mann Whitney test to find out of experimental 
results are significant. The curriculum also provides frequent opportunities for learners to build new knowledge on prior 
learning and develop synopticity throughout the specification; for example, learners will draw on their biology knowledge to 
study the human brain and the structure of a neuron. They will also use maths skills to interpret data, for example to calcu-
late the range from a set of data. The psychology curriculum builds on knowledge and skills acquired in English and Humani-
ties during KS4 – for example, furthering essay skills developed in English and creating a clear line of argument. Focusing on 
shorter questions at the start of the course (HT1) and building to longer answers by HT3. Learners are challenged to formu-
late debate style essays such as ‘The relative importance of freewill and determinism’ in year 13. Debates are also explored 
in class through oral discussion with students encouraged to develop evidence-based opinions.

Think through challenging learners to explain, apply and evaluate a range of theories and concepts in psychology. For 
example; learners will use their knowledge of explanations of conformity to explain why people might follow fashion. This 
challenges learners to think about how the explanations can be applied effectively to a novel scenario. Learners will have the 
opportunity to develop a wide ranging set of key skills, including being able to communicate effectively using appropriate 
language (this is explored through class oral debate and paired activities), to interpret and critically assess scientific data 
(students are tasked with answering a set of questions all related to a novel stem), and to research and critically evaluate a 
range of sources. Learners are given journal articles and websites to synthesize information from, allowing them to select 
the most appropriate material to support the psychological theory or concept. The curriculum also encourages the develop-
ment of strong literacy and numeracy skills – this is developed in psychology through the use of essay frameworks and 
scaffolding for literacy and practicing maths-based exam questions for numeracy.

Contribute through encouragement to engage in psychology-based seminars and workshops at local universities and engage 
in discussions visiting guest speakers in criminal behaviour and mental health.  For example, learners will be able to attend a 
local Criminology conference where they will listen to professionals working in the field of forensics.  We hope they will 
develop a passion for psychology and have a curiosity to learn more and a desire to read beyond the boundaries of the exam 
board specification. Extra-curricular reading material are provided including periodicals which include articles to develop 
understanding of specification topics. Regular articles from the ‘Psychology Review’ will be given to students as extension 
material that goes beyond the specification, and current newspaper articles will be posted on the student Teams page. 
When relevant psychology appears in the daily news, it is signposted in class, and discussed to encourage students to apply 
knowledge to real life.

Care through discussing socially sensitive issues positively and with a developmental focus. Discussions of mental illness and 
criminality are very much orientated towards the positive changes that formal study can bring about. Furthermore, the 
subject material will be examined from a stance of sensitivity and understanding, for example learners will discuss ethical 
issues surrounding the treatments of individuals suffering from schizophrenia. Such traits are necessary should learners 
follow a career into health disciplines. Learners will also be encouraged to listen to each other in class discussions and to 
value each other’s opinions.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  

SCIENCE CURRICULUM INTENT

The science curriculum is designed to enable and enthuse pupils to explain the world around them; remaining curious 
and appreciating the incredible life and universe we experience. Learning is intelligently sequenced to build knowledge 
and skills over time, enabling all pupils to access ideas of increasing complexity and application. Pupils are guided to 
seriously consider their impact on the wider world, and the way in which technology, medicine, engineering and other 
scientific disciplines have a profound impact on the local and global context we live in. The curriculum makes explicit links 
between Sciences, and with other subjects; constantly encouraging pupils to grow their knowledge and investigate it both 
inside and outside of the classroom.

Learn
The Science curriculum is knowledge and skills rich, where pupils engage with scientific concepts, vocabulary and principles 
from the very beginning. Pupils build on their KS2 understanding with knowledge that is carefully sequenced to confidently 
increase their level of understanding and detail. 'Big Ideas' are spiralled back to in increasing complexity over time, enabling 
confident retrieval and a more sophisticated understanding within and between topics. Practical skills, literacy, links to their 
own lives and 'Science at home' activities are carefully planned into these topics to ensure pupils gain a fluent and enthusi-
astic skillset to complement their subject knowledge.

Think
Pupils are required to consider both sophisticated knowledge, and also the implications of their learning on their lives and 
planet. Pupils are guided to make links cross-curricular links between the three Sciences and other subjects to greater 
understand the knowledge in context. As their knowledge deepens, pupils are increasingly challenged to apply information 
to unfamiliar contexts, analyse and evaluate past/current opinions of Science and Technology. Pupils are exposed to a variety 
of challenging, relevant and high quality texts, that enable them to form and confidently articulate their own 
evidence-based opinions both in writing and in speech.

Contribute
The Science curriculum purposefully and meaningfully links knowledge with the contribution pupils' lives can make, both as 
individuals and as a generation, to the planet on which we live. Pupils are given the knowledge to discuss their ecological 
responsibilities, and the impact of policy and technology on our planet's survival. Debate, current news and future technolo-
gy are built into the curriculum for all pupils, to deepen their understanding of the impact both they and Science have on 
our society. Suggested visits, wider reading, videos and experiments to complete at home are given with every topic, to 
ensure all pupils engage with Science outside of the classroom.

Care
To enable honest discourse, debate, and a spirit of curiosity, pupils must care for one another and be respectful. Questions 
are always encouraged, and pupils learn from one another's queries and curiosity. Important social/ecological/political 
issues are key in the Science curriculum, and therefore a respect for all people and beliefs is crucial to furthering pupils' 
understanding of our world. Pupils are shown how Science is a team endeavour, and all great discoveries are made by 
'standing on the shoulders of giants'.

TUTORIAL  PROGRAMME KS3/4

At Rainhill High School, we are proud of the important role that the pastoral system plays in the development of the 
whole child. As well as working closely to ensure the safeguarding of all students, our Tutorial Program Curriculum is 
designed to develop every student’s skills and attributes, in turn enhancing their ability to learn. Our aim is to provide all 
students with an opportunity to develop their character and competence to become confident learners and well-rounded 
citizens.  

Our intention is also to ensure that all our learners are happy, self-assured and independent individuals with a clear sense 
of social responsibility; they gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications to take their next steps confidently. 
We want our learners to be compassionate and accepting of difference, to be able to express their own ideas and flourish 
as individuals.  By ensuring that our learners have access to experiences that complement the formal curriculum, we 
know that they will thrive both in their local communities and in modern Britain as a result of their time with us. 

Learn
All of our learners will experience a curriculum that is ambitious, broad, deep and knowledge rich. Our curriculum planning 
identifies and teaches the knowledge and skills in an effective sequence that allows our learners to make connections and 
consolidate their knowledge over time.  The opportunities to recall and retrieve prior learning underpins teaching and 
learning in all areas, so ensuring that learners are able to make links within and across their curriculum.   
We are clear about the high standards of achievement we expect all learners to achieve through their learning by the end of 
KS3 and KS4 Tutorial Programme. Our curriculum is also planned and sequenced to develop self-confident, self-aware and 
resilient individuals who know how to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives – all intertwined within our schemes of learning. 
Our curriculum develops language and oracy as we understand how vital this is to build confidence in communication skills 
both at school and future destinations. We ensure that all learners have the opportunity to discuss ideas, challenge and 
build upon other points of view to develop their vocabulary and use of formal language so that they have the confidence to 
speak present themselves clearly and concisely to different audiences. 
Embedded into the Tutor Programme for each year group is a specific and sequenced focus on Careers, initially aimed at 
developing aspiration and interests into the many opportunities available in the careers market, and finally ending with 
targeted support access to appropriate for post 16 next steps. 

Think 
The way in which lessons and other experiences are delivered expects our learners to think confidently and express educat-
ed opinions.  We want them to have access to the best that has been thought and said, and with this in mind our teachers 
think carefully about what to teach and how best our learners learn. 
We ensure that our learners are exposed to a wide body of knowledge through a broad range of academic subjects.  Reading 
an skills are prioritised to allow learners to not only access these subjects but to flourish in their enjoyment of them and 
their achievement in them. This knowledge in turn allows them to develop analytical and evaluative skills which best 
prepares them for their next steps, in education, employment or training.

Contribute 
We have high expectations of learners’ behaviour and achievement. The ‘Rainhill Standards’ clearly outline expectations 
in and out of lessons so that learners become enquiring, enthusiastic and engaged in learning. 
Within the Tutorial Program, there is a targeted focus on fostering a love of reading for pleasure through access to age 
specific literature; thus improving the vocabulary, literacy and in turn the academic outcomes of our students

Care 
The school offers many opportunities for learners’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural development within and beyond 
the Tutorial Programme.



Form Tutors monitor engagement of students within the wider curriculum, attendance, behavior, rewards and sanctions, 
with inter form competitions used to drive the highest of standards. Tutor sessions are seen as lessons and as such are 
delivered with the same intent and expectations of the main curriculum. 
Our assembly rota provides an enhanced opportunity to extend the core messages of the tutor program, led by our 
Pastoral Leaders and Senior Leaders. Assemblies provide an opportunity to embed the Rainhill Standards, while linking to 
SMSC & British Values themes, in addition to local, national and international events. Heads of House also play a key role 
in the delivery of assemblies, developing a sense of belonging and interschool competition.  
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