
Learning Ladder – Philosophy and Ethics 
Criteria Learning about religion Learning from religion Gaining and Deploying Skills

Below - W • Describe religions and 
world views.

• Respond to basic religious 
thoughts.

• Discuss questions and ideas.

1
• Pupils use some religious 

words and phrases to 
recognise and name 
features of religious life 
and practice. They can 
recall religious stories and 
recognise symbols, and 
other verbal and visual 
forms of religious 
expression.

• Pupils talk about their own 
experiences and feelings, what 
they find interesting or puzzling 
and what is of value and 
concern to themselves and to 
others.

• Remember a Christian (Hindu, etc.) 
story and talk about it use the right 
names for things that are special to 
Buddhists (Jews, etc.) recognise 
religious art, symbols and words and 
talk about them

2
• Pupils use religious words 

and phrases to identify 
some features of religion 
and its importance for 
some people. They begin 
to show awareness of 
similarities in religions. 
Pupils retell religious 
stories and suggest 
meanings for religious 
actions and symbols. They 
identify how religion is 
expressed in different 
ways.

• Pupils ask, and respond 
sensitively to, questions about 
their own and others' 
experiences and feelings. They 
recognise that some questions 
cause people to wonder and are 
difficult to answer. In relation to 
matters of right and wrong, they 
recognise their own values and 
those of others. 

• Tell a Christian (Sikh, etc.) story and 
say some things that people believe 
talk about some of the things that that 
are the same for different religious 
people say what some Christian 
(Muslim, etc) symbols stand for and 
say what some of the art (music, etc) 
is about



3
• Pupils use a developing 

religious vocabulary to 
describe some key 
features of religions, 
recognising similarities and 
differences. They make 
links between beliefs and 
sources, including religious 
stories and sacred texts. 
They begin to identify the 
impact religion has on 
believers' lives. They 
describe some forms of 
religious expression.

• Pupils identify what influences 
them, making links between 
aspects of their own and others' 
experiences. They ask important 
questions about religion and 
beliefs, making links between 
their own and others' responses. 
They make links between values 
and commitments, and their own 
attitudes and behaviour.

• Describe what a 
believer might learn 
from a religious story 
describe some of the 
things that are the 
same and different for 
religious people 
use religious words to 
describe some of the 
different ways in which 
people show their 
beliefs

4
• Pupils use a developing 

religious vocabulary to 
describe and show 
understanding of sources, 
practices, beliefs, ideas, 
feelings and experiences. 
They make links between 
them, and describe some 
similarities and differences 
both within and between 
religions. They describe 
the impact of religion on 
people's lives. They 
suggest meanings for 

a range of forms of 
religious expression.

• Pupils raise, and suggest 
answers to, questions of identity, 
belonging, meaning, purpose, 
truth, values and commitments. 
They apply their ideas to their 
own and other people's lives. 
They describe what inspires and 
influences themselves and 
others.

• Make links between 
the beliefs (teachings, sources, etc.) 
of different religious 
groups and show how 
they are connected to 
believers’ lives 
use the right religious 
words to describe and 
compare what 
practices and 
experiences may be 
involved in belonging 
to different religious 
groups 
express religious beliefs 
(ideas, feelings, etc) in 
a range of styles and 
words used by 
believers and suggest 
what they mean



5
• Pupils use an increasingly 

wide religious vocabulary 
to explain the impact of 
beliefs on individuals and 
communities. They 
describe why people 
belong to religions. They 
understand that similarities 
and differences illustrate 
distinctive beliefs within 
and between religions and 
suggest possible reasons 
for this. They explain how 
religious sources are used 
to provide answers to 
ultimate questions and 
ethical issues, recognising 
diversity in forms of 
religious, spiritual and 
moral expression, within 
and between religions.

• Pupils ask, and suggest 
answers to, questions of identity, 
belonging, meaning, purpose 
and truth, values and 
commitments, relating them to 
their own and others' lives. They 
explain what inspires and 
influences them, expressing 
their own and others' views on 
the challenges of belonging to a 
religion.

• Suggest reasons for the 
similar and different 
beliefs which people 
hold, and explain how 
religious sources are 
used to provide 
answers to important 
questions about life 
and morality 
describe why people 
belong to religions and 
explain how similarities 
and differences within 
and between religions 
can make a difference 
to the lives of 
individuals and 
communities 
use a wide religious 
vocabulary in 
suggesting reasons for 
the similarities and 
differences in forms of 
religious, spiritual and 
moral expression found 
within and between 
religions



6
• Pupils use religious and 

philosophical vocabulary to 
give informed accounts of 
religions and beliefs, 
explaining the reasons for 
diversity within and 
between them. They 
explain why the impact of 
religions and beliefs on 
individuals, communities 
and societies varies. They 
interpret sources and 
arguments, explaining the 
reasons that are used in 
different ways by different 
traditions to provide 
answers to ultimate 
questions and ethical 
issues. They interpret the 
significance of different 
forms of religious, spiritual 
and moral expression.

• Pupils use reasoning and 
examples to express insights 
into the relationship between 
beliefs, teachings and world 
issues. They express insights 
into their own and others' views 
on questions of identity and 
belonging, meaning, purpose 
and truth. They consider the 
challenges of belonging to a 
religion in the contemporary 
world, focusing on values and 
commitments.

• Say what religions 
teach about some of 
the big questions of life, 
using different sources 
and arguments to explain the reasons 
for diversity within and 
between them 
say what different 
practices and ways of 
life followers of religions 
have developed, 
explaining how beliefs 
have had different 
effects on individuals, 
communities and 
societies use correct religious 
and philosophical 
vocabulary in explaining what the 
significance of different 
forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression might be for 
believers



7
• Pupils use a wide religious 

and philosophical 
vocabulary to show a 
coherent understanding of 
a range of religions and 
beliefs. They analyse 
issues, values and 
questions of meaning and 
truth. They account for the 
influence of history and 
culture on aspects of 
religious life and practice. 
They explain why the 
consequences of 
belonging to a faith are not 
the same for all people 
within the same religion or 
tradition. They use some of 
the principal methods by 
which religion, spirituality 
and ethics are studied, 
including the use of a 
variety of sources, 

evidence and forms of 
expression

• Pupils articulate personal and 
critical responses to questions of 
meaning, purpose and truth and 
ethical issues. They evaluate the 
significance of religious and 
other views for understanding 
questions of human 
relationships, belonging, identity, 
society, values and 
commitments, using appropriate 
evidence and examples.

• Present a coherent 
picture of religious 
beliefs, values and 
responses to questions 
of meaning and truth 
which takes account 
of personal research 
on different religious 
topics and a variety of 
sources and evidence 
show how religious 
activity in today’s 
world has been 
affected by the past 
and by traditions, and 
how belonging to a 
religion may mean 
different things to 
different people, even 
within the same religion 
use a wide religious 
and philosophical 
vocabulary as well as 
different of forms of 
expression in 
presenting a clear 
picture of how people 
express their religious, 
spiritual and ethical 
beliefs in a variety of 
ways



8
• Pupils use a 

comprehensive religious 
and philosophical 
vocabulary to analyse a 
range of religions and 
beliefs. They contextualise 
interpretations of religion 
with reference to historical, 
cultural, social and 
philosophical ideas. They 
critically evaluate the 
impact of religions and 
beliefs on differing 
communities and societies. 
They analyse differing 
interpretations of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
sources, using some of the 
principal methods by which 
religion, spirituality and 
ethics are studied. They 
interpret and evaluate 
varied forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression.

• Pupils coherently analyse a wide 
range of viewpoints on 
questions of identity, belonging, 
meaning, purpose, truth, values 
and commitments. They 
synthesise a range of evidence, 
arguments, reflections and 
examples, fully justifying their 
own views and ideas and 
providing a detailed evaluation 
of the perspectives of others.

• Analyse the results of 
different sorts of 
research and place 
different interpretations 
of religious, spiritual 
and moral sources in 
their historical, cultural, 
social and 
philosophical contexts 
weigh up different 
points of view and 
come to a conclusion 
on how religions and 
beliefs make a 
difference to 
communities and 
societies in different 
times and places 
use a comprehensive 
religious and 
philosophical 
vocabulary in weighing 
up the meaning and 
importance of different 
forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression



9
• Pupils use a complex 

religious, moral and 
philosophical vocabulary to 
provide a consistent and 
detailed analysis of 
religions and beliefs. They 
evaluate in depth the 
importance of religious 
diversity in a pluralistic 
society. They clearly 
recognise the extent to 
which the impact of religion 
and beliefs on different 
communities and societies 
has changed over time. 
They provide a detailed 
analysis of how religious, 
spiritual and moral sources 
are interpreted in different 
ways, evaluating the 
principal methods by which 
religion and spirituality are 
studied. They synthesise 
effectively their accounts of 
the varied forms of 
religious, spiritual and 
moral expression.

• Pupils analyse in depth a wide 
range of  perspectives on 
questions of identity and 
belonging, meaning, purpose 
and truth, and values and 
commitments. They give 
independent, well-informed and 
highly reasoned insights into 
their own and others' 
perspectives on religious and 
spiritual issues, providing well 
substantiated and balanced 
conclusions.

• Analyse the results of 
different sorts of 
research and place 
different interpretations 
of religious, spiritual 
and moral sources in 
their historical, cultural, 
social and 
philosophical contexts 
weigh up different 
points of view and 
come to a conclusion 
on how religions and 
beliefs make a 
difference to 
communities and 
societies in different 
times and places 
use a comprehensive 
religious and 
philosophical 
vocabulary in weighing 
up the meaning and 
importance of different 
forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression


