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A GREAT START TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR  
It has been wonderful to welcome pupils and staff back to 
Rainhill High School this week, and there is already a real sense 
of energy and optimism around the school. 

We begin the new academic year with much to celebrate 
following a significantly improved set of GCSE results and 
another strong set of outcomes at RH6. At GCSE, our Attainment 
8 score increased to 50.30, meaning that the average grade 
achieved across the qualifications included in this measure was 
above grade 5. Almost three-quarters of pupils (73.9%) achieved 
grade 4 or above in both English and mathematics, while 51.4% 
achieved the stronger benchmark of grade 5 or above in both 
subjects. We were also delighted to see further improvements 
across the curriculum. 

There was much to celebrate at RH6 too. 97.6% of A-level entries 
achieved A–E*, with particularly strong outcomes in subjects 
including Fine Art, Biology, Chemistry, English Literature, Geography, 
History and Sociology. Our Applied General courses continued to be a 
real strength, with students achieving an average grade of Distinction- and 100% of students achieving 
Merit or above in a number of courses. 

Of course, results matter because of the opportunities they create for young people. We are immensely 
proud of the high-calibre destinations secured by our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students. Our leavers 
have progressed to sixth forms and colleges, apprenticeships, employment and universities across the 
country. Among our Year 13 destinations this year is the University of Oxford, alongside a wide range of 
other universities and ambitious pathways. It is wonderful to see young people leaving Rainhill ready 
and equipped for their next chapter, and we wish every member of the Classes of 2026 every success. 

Behind every one of these results and destinations is a young person who has worked hard, but also a 
team of people who have supported them along the way. I would particularly like to thank our teachers 
and support staff, whose commitment to these young people extends over many years – from their 
arrival in Year 7, through their GCSEs and, for many, into RH6. I would also like to thank our parents and 
carers for the encouragement and support they have provided throughout that journey. 

It has also been a pleasure to welcome our new Year 7 pupils. They have made a warm and very 
successful start, quickly assimilating into life at Rainhill and embracing the expectations and 
opportunities of their new school. We are already looking forward to their Freshers Fest on Wednesday 
9th September, from 3.00–4.00pm. Pupils will be able to explore and sign up for our wide range of 
extracurricular activities as part of their Character Curriculum – an opportunity to try something new, 
develop their interests and make friends with others who share them. 

Thank you also to the many parents and carers who 
attended our Year 11 SEND Information Evening and 
Year 11 Information Evening this week. Both events 
have received fantastic feedback from parents, and 
we hope they provided a useful insight into how we 
can work together to support pupils through this 
important year. If you were unable to attend, a copy 
of the PowerPoint and accompanying notes will be 
sent to all Year 11 parents via Arbor early next week. 
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Looking Ahead to Next Week 

We have another busy and exciting week 
ahead. Year 7 and Year 11 photographs 
take place on Monday 7th  
September. On Tuesday 8 September, we 
will hold our Year 12 and Year 13 SEND 
Information Evening at 4.00pm, followed 
by our Year 12 Information Evening at 
5.00pm. 

We know that getting to grips with new 
school systems can sometimes take a little 
time. To support both new and existing 
parents with Arbor, Reading Plus and Sparx 
Maths, we are holding a parent drop-in session on Wednesday 9 September in the Sixth Form Study. 
Please make your way to the Sixth Form Reception on arrival, where colleagues will be available to help 
you access and use these systems. 

On Thursday 10 September, we are very excited to be taking Year 9 pupils on their Adventure 
Residential. This is another important part of our Character Curriculum, encouraging pupils to step 
outside their comfort zones, try new experiences, develop confidence and resilience, and spend time 
together in an outdoor adventure setting. 

Finally, we are looking forward to one of the highlights of our school calendar – our Showcase Open 
Evening on Wednesday 16 September, from 5.00–7.00pm. This is a fantastic celebration of Rainhill High 
School and an opportunity to welcome Year 6 and Year 5 pupils and their families from across the area. 
Our pupils and staff will showcase the learning, opportunities and experiences available here and give 
younger pupils a taste of the exciting journey that awaits them at Rainhill. 

To enable us to prepare the school for Open Evening, pupils in all year groups will finish at 2.25pm on 
Wednesday 16th September. Further information will follow ahead of the evening. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been an exceptionally positive start to the year, 
and we look forward to working in partnership with you throughout the months ahead as we 
continue In Pursuit of Excellence. 
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YEAR 12  PARENT  INFORMATION EVENING  - TUESDAY 8 TH  SEPTEMBER 2026  
I am delighted to invite you to our Year 12 Parent Information Evening, and we look forward to seeing 
you on Tuesday 8th September 2026. 

Building on the essential partnership between parent, sixth form and student, we will outline how we 
are supporting your child to achieve during Year 12, the role that your child has in this and, essentially, 
how you can best support them at home. 

We will also share how our wider pastoral support network will help to equip your child with the 
resilience, drive and ambition to confidently take their next steps successfully whether that is to further 
study at university, undertaking an apprenticeship or entering the world of work. 

The evening starts at 5pm and we look forward to seeing you in the Sixth Form. 

Mr Cunningham, Director of RH6. 
 
YEAR 10 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING - WEDNESDAY 9 TH  SEPTEMBER  
On Wednesday 9th September, we will hold our Year 10 Parent Information Evening. This event is 
designed to support you, as parents/carers, with the transition into Year 10 

Building on the essential partnership between parent, school and pupil, we will outline how we are 
supporting your child to achieve during Year 10, the role that your child has in this and essentially, how 
you can support at home. 

The evening starts at 6pm and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Year 10 Team. 
 
YEAR 7 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING  - WEDNESDAY 9 TH  SEPTEMBER  
We would like to invite you to our Parent Information Evening for parents and carers of Year 7 pupils on 
Wednesday 9th September. 

This is a valuable opportunity to learn a little more about how we will work in partnership with you to 
support your child over the next year.  

The event takes place on Wednesday 9th September at 5pm, we look forward to seeing you there.  

Year 7 Team. 
 
OPEN EVENING  2026 - WEDNESDAY 16 TH  SEPTEMBER  
Come along to our exciting Year 6 Open Evening on Wednesday 16th September 2026. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for you and your child to experience life at Rainhill High School.  

What to expect: 

• Meet our dedicated staff and student ambassadors 
• Tour our state-of-the-art facilities 
• Join hands-on activities in subjects from Science and Maths to Art and Social Sciences 
• Experience live performances in dance, drama, and music 
• Hear from our Principal at 5:00pm or 6:00pm 
• Just arrive—no booking needed—and dive into the vibrant world of Rainhill High School. 

Whether you are curious about our curriculum, enrichment programmes, or student life, this 
evening is your chance to see it all. 

We cannot wait to welcome you and your family to Rainhill High on Wednesday 16th September 2026.  
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F RESHERS FEST 202 6  
We are excited to welcome all new students and their families to our Freshers’ Fest on Wednesday 9th 
September 2026 from 3pm-4pm.  

This event is a fantastic opportunity to explore the wide range of clubs and activities available at Rainhill 
High School, from sports and performing arts to creative and academic clubs.  

Parents and students are both welcome and can discover external community events and sports clubs 
beyond school as well, helping your child find a way to get involved, make friends, and develop new 
skills. 

Mr Roberts, Assistant Principal. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB BOOKINGS  
Breakfast Club is available free of charge every school day from 8:00am to 8:30am. Students can sit 
quietly before school or purchase breakfast from the catering service using their normal lunch card. 

Places must be booked in advance through the Arbor Parent App: 

1. Open the Arbor Parent App. 
2. Select Menu. 
3. Select Clubs. 
4. Choose Breakfast Club. 
5. Select Register for this club and book the dates required. 

 
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  
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CURRICULUM QUERIES  

Heads of Department  

English  Ms Dickman Business Studies Mr Farrell 
Mathematics Mr Rimmer Social Sciences  Mrs R Evans 
Science Mr Flynn Computer Science Mr Cowley 
Biology  Miss Harper Art Design Technology Mr Bennett 
Chemistry  Mrs Bancroft Languages Mr Farrell  
Physics Mr Hurst Food Studies  Mrs King 
History & Politics Mr Swan Performing Arts Mrs McCann 
Geography Mr Iddon PE Mr Wood 
Philosophy & Ethics   Life Skills Miss Burgess 

  (PSHE/Citizenship)  

 
PASTORAL QUERIES  

Stage 1  Form Tutor  
Stage 2 Year Student Manager/Progress Coach  
Stage 3 Year Progress Leader/Director RH6  
Stage 4 Assistant Principal - Behaviour & Culture Mr East 
Stage 5  Vice Principals Mrs Munro, Mrs Aylward 
Stage 6 Principal Mrs Thorogood 
 

Pastoral Structure  

Y7 Student Manager Dr Rotheram Y7 Progress Leader Mrs Haselden 
Y8 Student Manager Mrs Beardwood Y8 Progress Leader Mr Giles 
Y9 Student Manager Miss Hill Y9 Progress Leader Mr Barry 
Y10 Student Manager Mr Lambert Y10 Progress Leader Mr Brown 
Y11 Student Manager Miss Humphreys Y11 Progress Leader Mr Webster 
RH6 Progress Coaches Mrs Thomas/Mrs Garton Director RH6 Mr Cunningham 
Young Carer Champion Miss Wordsworth   

 
COMMUNICATIONS POLICY  
Please click here to view our Communications policy.  
 
  

HELP AND SUPPORT  

file://///server01/Staff_Home/Support_Staff/Emily.Fox/Downloads/Parent%20&%20Pupil%20Communications%20Policy%202025-2026%20(1).pdf
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SCHOOL MENU  
Please click here to view our latest menu. 

Please click here to view our allergens menu. 
 
A CCESSING FREE SCHOOL MEALS  
If you have been in receipt of free school meals previously and 
believe this should still be the case, you will need to apply to St 
Helens Council. Please click here. 
 

 

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/2025-26/Newsletter-Links/2600007-Rainhill-Summer-2026-Menu-A3.pdf
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/2025-Links/SECONDARY-SUMMER-2025-MENU-Allergen-CARB-Matrix.pdf
https://sthelens.gov.uk/article/1865/Applying-for-free-school-meals
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PARENT GOVERNOR VACANC Y  
Rainhill High School is seeking applications from parents and carers interested in becoming a Parent 
Governor and joining our Local Academy Committee. 

Parent Governors play an important role in supporting the school to provide the very best education for 
our young people. Working alongside other governors, you will help monitor educational standards, 
attendance, behaviour and safeguarding, while ensuring the views of parents and the wider school 
community are heard. 

No previous governance experience is required. Full induction, training and ongoing support will be 
provided. The role involves attending approximately six meetings each year, undertaking occasional 
school visits, supporting governor panels where required, and participating in governor development 
and training. The term of office is four years. 

If you would like to nominate yourself, or would like an informal conversation about the role before 
applying, please contact Kelley Black at Kelley.Black@rainhillhigh.org.uk  

Expressions of interest received before the end of term will be acknowledged and followed up when the 
school reopens in September. Parents are welcome to register their interest at any point during the 
summer holiday period. 

Nominations close at 4:00pm on Friday 11th September 2026. 

If the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies, a parent ballot will be held, and all 
parents/carers will be given the opportunity to vote.  

The Parent Governor nomination form will be sent out via Arbor. 

 

  

CURRENT VACANCIES  

mailto:Kelley.Black@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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